
   

  

 

      

     

                    

 

  

              

             

    

               

      

               

  

      

 

       

 

  

     

          

         

     

    

 

               

                 

             

                 

                 

                

               

                 

     

            

                  

            

CITY O  TAMPA,  LORIDA 

VARIANCE REVIEW BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING 

MEETING DATE: July 11, 2006 

MEETING TIME: 6:30 PM 

LOCATION: 315 East Kennedy Boulevard, 3rd  loor, City Council Chambers 

MEETING MINUTES 

SILENT ROLL CALL 

Eric R henk mp, Mel nie Higgins, John Weiss, An  W llr pp, R ndy O’Kelley  nd Tom Cheshire were in 

 ttend nce. Note: Mel nie Higgins, Vice-Ch ir, served  s Ch ir for Eric R henk mp, pending Mr. 

R henk mp’s re ppointment by M yor Iorio. 

B rb r  Lepore  nd C therine Coyle of LDC, Donn  Wysong of the Leg l Dep rtment were in  ttend nce. 

APPROVAL O  MINUTES  OR June 13, 2006 

Motion to  pprove minutes, with error noted by R ndy O’Kelley, VRB06-52, John Weiss vote to  pprove. 

Minutes  pproved un nimously. 

III. OLD BUSINESS: C ses Continued by the Bo rd/St ff/Rem nds 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS 

TREE & LANDSCAPE / TRANSPORTATION / SIGN VARIANCES 

GENERAL VARIANCES 

VRB06-53 PETITIONER: Lois P L timer 

Approved 4-2 LOCATION: 3924 West S n Ju n Street 

REQUEST: To reduce the re r y rd setb ck from 20’ to 10’  nd 

the corner y rd from 15’ to 10.6’, with the  llowed 

encro chment of the e ves  nd gutters. 

PURPOSE: To construct   residenti l  ddition 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Virgini  P rk 

Summ ry re d by st ff. Petitioner’s  gent shows site pl n on ELMO with reductions in v ri nce request. 

R henk mp  sks question – wh t is side y rd, wh t is corner y rd setb ck, wh t is re r y rd setb ck? 

Petitioner’s d ughter presented pictures on ELMO. Bo rd closed he ring. O’Kelley noted h/c issue  nd 

sees it  s unique  nd singul r  nd motions for  pprov l. Weiss noted simil r c se in previous month with 

h/c issue; felt not  ble to  pprove   v ri nce b sed on person’s condition inste d of l nd issue; c nnot 

support motion to  pprove. W llr pp  greed with Weiss on corner y rd, but does  gree with motion to 

 pprove re r y rd reduction. R henk mp  greed with W llr pp on re r y rd being reduced, but could not 

 pprove corner y rd. W llr pp motion to  pprove reduction of re r y rd from 20’ to 14’  nd deny request 

on side y rd reduction. Weiss/Cheshire opposed. 

Weiss motion to rescind origin l motion, un nimous  pprov l. W llr pp rest tes motion to  pprove 

reduction of re r y rd from 20’ to 14’, deni l of corner y rd setb ck,  nd condition th t the c rport th t 

meets those setb cks sh ll not be enclosed living/ ir-conditioned sp ce for s fety re sons. Weiss/Cheshire 

opposed. 



 

  

        

    

 

             

               

             

                

                     

                

                

 

     

   

          

        

 

    

  

                

               

                  

            

     

 

 

       

  

 

   

     

    

 

              

               

                 

                

           

                      

            

             

VRB06-62 PETITIONER: Christopher Hicks 

Approved LOCATION: 912 Fr nkl nd Ro d 

4-2 REQUEST: To reduce the building sep r tion from 10’ to 1’ 

PURPOSE: To construct   residenti l  ddition 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Virgini  P rk 

Summ ry re d by st ff. Petitioner presented testimony reg rding reduction of the proposed f mily room 

 ddition; showed photos on ELMO; petitioner presented 3 sep r te site pl n options to the Bo rd (A/B/C); 

petitioner  sks for questions of Bo rd. Weiss eng ged discussion with petitioner  cknowledging th t the 

petitioner w nted pl n C. Higgins opens discussion to Bo rd. Weiss  cknowledged pl n C w s the best of 

the options, given th t the re r  nd front y rds  re so l rge  nd the front y rd w s cre ted  t such   l rge 

dist nce. Weiss motion to  pprove reduction building sep r tion from 10’ to 1’ e ve to e ve, given th t 

front y rd w s origin lly cre ted  t such   l rge  mount  nd no  ddition l imp ct to neighboring properties. 

W llr pp/R henk mp opposed. 

VRB06-66 PETITIONER: 

Approved LOCATION: 

5-1 REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

NEIGHBORHOOD: 

Terry H  nd C therine E Woods 

105 W Je n St 

To reduce the front y rd setb ck from 20’ to 7.8’, 

with the  llowed encro chment of the e ves  nd 

gutters 

To construct   residenti l  ddition 

Old Seminole Heights 

St ff presented summ ry. Petitioner presented new site pl n on 6/27 with porch reduced in size. Motion to 

close. VRB open discussion; O’Kelley st ted th t request m y be excessive; Weiss s w reduction of porch 

width from 32’ to 20’ w s  ppropri te  nd motions to  pprove front y rd reduction from 20’ to 9.8’  nd 

th t porch not be enclosed  nd rem in open on three sides; Cheshire opposed. 

OLD BUSINESS: Continuances and Missed Notices 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS 

B. TREE & LANDSCAPE / TRANSPORTATION / SIGN VARIANCES 

VRB06-91 PETITIONER: C pstone Group, Inc. 

Approved AGENT: BushRoss, P.A. 

6-0 LOCATION: 1801 N Highl nd Ave 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

To remove two (2) gr nd trees. 

To build  n office building. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: T mp  Heights 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner’s  gent/ ttorney (City of T mp  is property owner); deb te w s  bout tree 

h z rd r ting (points); petitioner st ted th t gr nd trees were h z rdous; 4 trees tot ling 29” in repl cement 

to be pl ced on site  nd contribution to tree trust fund per code requirements; st ted improvements h ve to 

be removed to develop site therefore trees come out  s well; petitioner showed elev tions, p rks pl ns, site 

pl n on ELMO; petitioner’s l ndsc pe  rchitect/ rborist testified reg rding point system being slightly 

v gue  nd  s   ‘slice in time’; intent is to pl ce  s m ny trees on site  nd not use tree trust fund. Weiss 

question Addendum A  nd petitioner’s expl n tion. S. Gr h m, p rks g ve testimony reg rding ‘technic l’ 

objection due to  ctu l code requirement however st ted th t repl cements were ‘ dmir ble’  nd th t 



            

            

                 

               

   

 

 

   

   

         

       

  

   

 

              

               

        

  

   

          

        

    

 

                

           

               

              

                 

        

  

   

          

        

   

 

                

             

               

              

                

    

existing gr nd trees would most likely not survive. R henk mp questioned Gr h m  bout  ddition l 

conditions needed, Gr h m st ted no  ddition l would be needed. O’Kelley questioned noting ex ct 

specimen repl cements on pl n or le ving it open for permitting; Gr h m  greed to le ve it open. Motion to 

close. VRB open discussion. Cheshire motion to  pprove remov l of 2 gr nd trees for development of 

office building. Un nimous  pprov l. 

C. GENERAL VARIANCES 

VRB06-69 PETITIONER: H nn h B rtolett  

Approved AGENT: Molly  nd J mes 

6-0 LOCATION: 18143 Longw ter Run Dr 

REQUEST: To reduce the re r y rd setb ck from 11’6’ to 

10’2” with the  llowed encro chment of the 

e ves  nd gutters. 

PURPOSE: To build the pool. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Hunter’s Green 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner’s  gent/ ttorney presented c se  nd utilized ELMO to show site pl n  nd 

site photo. Motion to close he ring. Bo rd discussion. R henk mp motion to  pprove to reduce re r setb ck 

for screen enclosure from 11’6” to 10’2”. Un nimously  pprove. 

VRB06-70 PETITIONER: C therine M. Tucker 

Approved LOCATION: 1011 E Moh wk Ave 

6-0 REQUEST: To reduce the side y rd setb ck from 7’ to 3.9’, 

with the  llowed encro chment of the e ves  nd 

gutters 

PURPOSE: To cre te   build ble lot 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Seminole Heights 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner presented to bo rd  nd used ELMO to show site pl n  nd photos. Weiss 

questioned petitioner  bout use of neighboring property. O’Kelley questioned petitioner reg rding letter 

from P rks Dept  nd loc tion of gr nd tree onsite; petitioner  cknowledged the builder knows  bout the 

overl y requirements  nd pl nned to follow tree code. Old Seminole Heights Bo rd member spoke in 

‘strong’ support of petition. R henk mp motion to  pprove reduction of side y rd from 7’ to 3.9’ for Lot 

9/10 for e stern side of existing structure. Un nimously  pproved. 

VRB06-71 PETITIONER: John R. Velez 

Approved LOCATION: 807 E Ok loos  Ave 

6-0 REQUEST: To reduce the side y rd setb ck from 7’ to 5’ 

with the  llowed encro chment of the e ves  nd 

gutters. 

PURPOSE: To build residenti l  ddition. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sulphur Springs 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner g ve testimony  nd used ELMO to show site pl n to show v ri nce request. 

W llr pp questioned code enforcement  ction listed in report; work done without permits. Petitioner st ted 

work st rted, but in for permits now  nd v ri nce needed. Weiss questioned petitioner  bout true side 

setb ck dist nce. Weiss  ddressed setb ck ch nge  t front of structure, bec use house w s built skewed. 

Weiss motion to  pprove side setb ck reduction from 7’ to 5’ bec use house w s built skewed th t 

constitutes   h rdship. Un nimous  pprov l. 



   

   

         

   

 

              

                 

                 

                 

               

             

            

             

                

                  

               

                   

               

                 

                  

           

  

     

       

 

    

  

           

              

          

              

                

               

            

              

                 

                 

               

               

               

           

               

              

    

   

   

          

         

       

VRB06-75 PETITIONER: Ign cio  nd Michelle Du rte 

Approved LOCATION: 4523 W Brookwood Dr 

4-2 REQUEST: To reduce the side y rd setb ck from 15’ to 7’. 

PURPOSE: To construct   pool. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Culbre th B you 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner’s  gent/ ttorney testified th t they hired  n  rborist to work with City’s 

 rborist  nd th t pool shifts due to tree preserv tion; showed photos  nd site pl n on ELMO; submitted 2 

letters of support  nd 1 letter of concern; screen enclosure not requested;  ny fence will comply with code; 

decking will comply with tree code. R henk mp questioned the side y rd whether it is 8’6” or 7’. Petitioner 

st ted 8’6” w s  dequ te. S. Reynolds  ppe red on beh lf of neighbor  bout letter of concern reg rding 

screen enclosure, fence, decking, o k tree loc tion. Petitioner’s  gent rebutt l; st ted  ver ge sized pool, 

not oversized; showed pictures reg rding site visibility tri ngles  nd 12’ sep r tion requirements. W llr pp 

questioned petitioner’s pictures  bout visibility. R henk mp question the potenti l  ngling of   fence, but 

noted th t they could not  dd   condition to the fence bec use no v ri nce requested. Weiss questioned 

st ff  bout utility e sement  nd house corner setb ck  t 12.6’. Cheshire noted th t the pool on   corner lot 

in the re r is  lw ys notice ble  nd m y  ppe r to encro ch into neighborhood. Weiss suggests reducing 

length of pool from 26’ to lesser  mount. W llr pp questioned pool being pushed to the re r, but the tree is 

there. O’Kelley noted th t screen enclosure is  n issue. Weiss requested condition to not include  n 

enclosure. Weiss motioned to reduce corner y rd setb ck from 15’ to 7’, noting the loc tion of the existing 

tree c using the shifting of the pool,  nd pl cing the condition th t   screen enclosure sh ll not be erected 

due to site visibility issues for neighboring property. 4-2 vote Cheshire/W llr pp opposed. 

VRB06-77 PETITIONER: John N. L Rocc  

Deny LOCATION: 3010 W B y Court Ave 

5-1 REQUEST: To incre se  ccessory height restriction from 15’ 

to 23.5’. 

PURPOSE: To build   residenti l  ddition. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: B yshore Be utiful 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner’s  gent testified reg rding v ri nce request; petitioner’s  rchitect testified 

reg rding size of existing structure  t 1200 SF  nd need for  ddition l floor  re ; tr dition l 

 rchitecture/bung low-style dict tes det ched g r ge; design of  ccessory structure  s comp tible with 

m in structure. Weiss questioned the  rchitect  bout  ccessory structure size;  rchitect noted 750 SF (375 

SF per floor). O’Kelley questioned  rchitect  bout going to   2
nd 

floor of m in structure vs. building 

 ccessory structure;  rchitect noted th t the m in structure would most likely be destroyed/r zed to  dd 2
nd 

story. Weiss questioned petitioner’s  gent reg rding testimony  bout 2 story structures. Neighbor (Mr. 

Slom n) g ve testimony opposing the v ri nce request, noting inv sion of priv cy  nd imp ct to him; 

would not be opposed to re r  ddition. O’Kelley noted 2-story prev lence in  re   nd th t existing house is 

unique th t it is only 1-story  nd limit stormw ter imp ct with no exp nsion of footprint of 1-story g r ge. 

Weiss noted his observ tions during site visits; noted h rdship criterion #3 th t st tes should not c use 

h rdship to neighboring property; could not support motion to  pprove due to imp ct to re r neighbor. 

Weiss questions need for continu nce to work out issue with neighbor. O’Kelley noted th t petitioner hired 

competent  rchitect. Cheshire noted not supporting 2-story  ccessory structures with 1-story m in 

structures. Weiss motion to deny request b sed on neg tive imp ct to re r neighbor  nd not meeting 

h rdship criteri   nd no predomin nce of 2-story  ccessory structure ch r cter in  re . O’Kelley opposed to 

deni l; vote 5-1 to deny. 

VRB06-78 PETITIONER: An   nd Nichol s M rtoglio 

Approved LOCATION: 3604 N H b n  Ave 

5-1 REQUEST: To reduce the re r y rd setb ck from 20’ to 6.5’, 

side y rd setb ck from 7’ to 3.85’ with the 

 llowed encro chments of the e ves  nd gutters, 



          

   

    

 

              

                 

                

                  

  

   

          

       

    

  

             

                

           

               

 

 

     

         

        

    

   

            

              

                

 

  

    

          

        

    

    

                   

               

             

                

            

              

               

 nd side setb ck for the pl cement of  n  c unit 

from 3’ to 0’. 

PURPOSE: To cre te   build ble lot. 

NEIGHBORHOOD Northe st M cf rl ne 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner st ted need to reduce setb cks to cre te   build ble lot. R henk mp 

questioned setb cks. Cheshire motion to  pprove re r y rd reduction from 20’ to 15’  nd side y rd from 7’ 

to 3.85’;motion withdr wn. Weiss motion to  pprove re r y rd reduction from 20’ to 6.5’  nd side y rd 

reduction from 7’ to 3.85’  nd deny request for  /c setb ck request from 3’ to 0’. Cheshire opposed (5-1 

vote). 

VRB06-79 PETITIONER: D niel M. Someill n 

Deny 

6-0 

LOCATION: 

REQUEST: 

201 S H le Ave 

To reduce the re r setb ck from 20’ to 3’, with 

the  llowed encro chments of the e ves  nd 

PURPOSE: 

NEIGHBORHOOD: 

gutters. 

To build  n  ccessory structure. 

Sw nn Est tes 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner testified reg rding h rdship criteri ; went through  ll 5 h rdship items. 

Weiss questioned petitioner reg rding o k tree on lot  nd ch nge in loc tion from e ch site pl n revision. 

R henk mp questioned st ff reg rding setb ck request. W llr pp st ted h ving difficulty finding h rdship. 

W llr pp motion for deni l of v ri nce request with no proof of h rdship criteri  being met. Deni l 

 pproved un nimously. 

VRB06-80 

Approved 

5-1 

PETITIONER: 

LOCATION: 

REQUEST: 

Isr el Sotolongo 

1108 W Willow Pine Ct. 

To reduce the re r setb ck from 20’ to 13.2’, 

with the  llowed encro chments of the e ves  nd 

PURPOSE: 

gutters. 

To construct   residenti l  ddition. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Riverbend Civic Associ tion 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner testified reg rding v ri nce request noting construction of  ddition w/o 

permits. Bo rd questioned how it w s cited, st ff  dvised cited through the Building Bure u. R henk mp 

motion to  pprove re r y rd reduction from 20’ to 13.2’ noting h rdship for undersized lot in depth. 

Cheshire opposed. 

VRB06-81 

Approved 

6-0 

PETITIONER: 

LOCATION: 

REQUEST: 

He ther J. L mond 

5204 E 20th Ave 

To reduce the side y rd setb ck from 7’ to 2’ 

with the  llowed encro chments of the e ves  nd 

PURPOSE: 

NEIGHBORHOOD: 

gutters 

To cre te   build ble lot. 

Civic Associ tion of Florence 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner w s not present. Bo rd  greed to pl ce it b ck in order of  gend  to w it for 

petitioner, if they show up. Petitioner re-entered ch mbers  nd st ted she w s present – c se moved 

forw rd. Petitioner presented testimony reg rding setb ck reduction with exhibits on ELMO; st ted th t the 

v ri nce is intern l to the site  nd would not impede on other properties. Weiss requested petitioner to 

pl ce pl t m p/p rcel m p b ck on ELMO; questioned lot development p ttern. Higgins questioned 

petitioner reg rding SF of existing SFR. Weiss re ddressed petitioner  bout reduction or p rti l remov l of 

converted g r ge. W. Z ck, neighbor showed p rcel m p on ELMO  nd discussed site pl n showed   



              

                 

               

               

                

                   

               

                

        

  

    

          

        

    

  

               

   

   

        

    

  

             

             

            

          

                

           

              

               

                  

              

                    

             

          

             

  

   

        

    

  

            

                

                 

   

building footprint th t w s out of ch r cter with neighborhood, no consider tion for current residents. T. 

Conte, neighbor, st ted concerns reg rding o k tree shown on site pl n  nd th t it w s not loc ted correctly 

on the pl n. Cheshire questioned Z ck reg rding ch r cter of houses in  re ; Z ck worried th t houses 

would turn into rent ls  nd presented   signed petitioner from surrounding neighbors th t object to request. 

Cheshire noted to neighbor th t footprint shown on pl n is re lly ‘build ble’  re  not building footprint. S. 

Gr h m st ted th t no pl n w s received, but th t developer would h ve to  dhere to Ch pter 13  t time of 

permitting. Motion to close he ring. R henk mp  cknowledged the issue before the bo rd is the side y rd 

reduction only. Higgins questioned st ff  bout v ri nce  pprov l  nd how long it l sts if existing house is 

destroyed  nd rebuilt. O’Kelley motion to  pprove. Un nimous  pprov l. 

VRB06-83 PETITIONER: A ron T Dude 

Missed notice LOCATION: 4731 W W ll ce Ave 

REQUEST: To reduce the re r y rd setb ck from 20’ to 12’, 

with the  llowed encro chments of the e ves  nd 

gutters. 

PURPOSE: To construct   residenti l  ddition. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: G ndy/Sun B y 

C se w s misnoticed  nd noted to reschedule for September  gend   nd pl ce 1
st 
on the  gend . 

VRB06-85 PETITIONER: Krist   nd Clint M ddox 

Deny LOCATION: 2503 W Fount in Blvd 

6-0 REQUEST: To incre se the fence height from 6’ to 8’. 

PURPOSE: To build   priv cy w ll. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: P rkl nd Est tes 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner testified reg rding need for w ll height v ri nce; excessive noise from 

 mbul nces to Memori l Hospit l  nd commerci l corridor  long Sw nn Avenue; h rdship criteri  met due 

to property loc tion  long commerci l corridor. Weiss questioned petitioner reg rding new fence on 

property. Higgins questioned petitioner reg rding d te property purch sed. R henk mp discussed write-up 

from petitioner reg rding 4 items noted for v ri nce need – bus riders looking in on properties, sign ge 

lights, street lights,  nd tr ffic/ mbul nce noise. W llr pp questioned petitioner reg rding which property 

out of the 3 w s his. O’Kelley questioned petitioner reg rding how SOHO ret il redevelopment h s 

 ffected tr ffic on Sw nn. Neighbor spoke in support due to incre sed tr ffic noise. Motion to close 

he ring. W llr pp motion to  pprove incre se in height from 6’ to 8’ for re r w ll on Sw nn given tr ffic 

noise  nd h rdship criteri  being met. Open Bo rd discussion. Weiss noted th t bo rd h s previously 

denied 8’ w lls to  void ‘w lling off the city;’ noted homes being built on D le M bry with 6’ w lls; not in 

support. W llr pp noted this w ll does not conflict with visibility requirements. R henk mp noted th t 

l ndsc ping would be   better  ltern tive. Motion f ils 4-2 (O’Kelley/Higgins/R henk mp/Weiss opposed). 

R henk mp motion to deny request noting h rdship criteri  not met. Cheshire/W llr pp opposed to deni l. 

VRB06-86 PETITIONER: Jon th n R. H ir 

Deny LOCATION: 2503 W P rkl nd Blvd 

6-0 REQUEST: To incre se the fence height from 6’ to 8’. 

PURPOSE: To build   priv cy w ll. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: P rkl nd Est tes 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner testified reg rding w ll height incre se; offered to pl nt  ddition l 

boug inville  on w ll on Sw nn side. Weiss noted height of current l ndsc pe is higher th n the requested 

8’  nd h rdship criteri  not being met. Weiss motion to deny b sed on h rdship criteri  not being met. 

Cheshire/W llr pp opposed to deni l. 



   

   

           

           

      

        

  

             

                  

               

               

             

               

   

    

       

   

        

               

                  

              

       

VRB06-87 PETITIONER: D vid  nd Christin  Ad ms 

Deny 

6-0 

LOCATION: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

2501 W Fount in Blvd 

To incre se the fence height from 6’ to 8’,  nd to 

reduce re r y rd set b ck from 20’ to 3’ with the 

 llowed encro chments of the e ves  nd gutters. 

To build   priv cy w ll,  nd  n  ccessory 

structure. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: P rkl nd Est tes 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner testified reg rding w ll height incre se;  lso noted setb ck reduction for 

g r ge structure from 20’ to 3’; h rdship for pl cement of noted due to numerous trees on lot  nd utility 

e sements; noted typic l configur tion of det ched g r ges in re rs of lots; used ELMO to present photos 

 nd site pl n. Weiss questioned petitioner size of structure  nd to h ve pictures shown during petitioner’s 

present tion re-shown on ELMO. R henk mp questioned need for living  re  in sep r te structure. Motion 

to close he ring. O’Kelley motion to deny with no h rdship being found. Un nimous vote to deny. 

VRB06-88 PETITIONER: Steven  nd Lis  Rorrer 

Deny LOCATION: 3821 W S n Pedro St 

6-0 REQUEST: To incre se the height from 15’ to 20’. 

PURPOSE: To build   g r ge. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Virgini  P rk 

St ff g ve summ ry. Petitioner presented need for v ri nce to store hurric ne supplies; limited  re  in re r 

y rd to  tt ch g r ge to house due to loc tion of pool; open c rport proposed on ground floor; no tree 

remov l needed. Weiss noted excessive building cover ge on lot. R henk mp motion to deny request b sed 

on no h rdship criteri  being met. Un nimous deni l. 


