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Community Workshop #1

Meeting Objective…

� Inform you of the teams progress 

� Tell you about our findings

� Ask you for your input



Project Schedule



Progress Report

Progress
� Defined Project Goals & Objectives

• Drew Park Beautification Sub-Committee 

� Competed 95% of all Data Collection

• Reviewed previous reports/studies

• Walked every street and gathered information on all parts of 
the CRA

• Met with TIA 
– History of Drew Field

– Learned of TIA’s plans for future expansion

� Community Workshop #1 



Goals of the Master Plan

� Improve the character and quality of the public 
areas throughout Drew Park

� Tell the unique story of Drew Park’s history and 
diversity

� Begin to establish a new positive image of the 
Drew Park Community Redevelopment Area



Master Plan Improvements include:

� Street tree and landscape plantings

� Community entry and gateway features

� New decorative street lighting, sidewalks, 

crosswalks, benches and other amenities



� Comments 
� Process

� Goals

� Improvements



History

1928

John H. Drew, 

Developer  and 

Citrus Grower 

leases 160 Acres to 

the City of Tampa 

to create 

Drew Field 

Municipal Airport



History

Aerial Photograph of Tampa Municipal AirportMcMullen Aviation School

1928-34



History
1940’s
US Government Leases Drew Field 
Military Base

• Air Strips, Barracks, Field Hospitals

• German and Italian POW camp.

• 120,000 combat air crew members trained

• 25,000 peak Troop Population

History
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History

1943

Movie “Air Force” 

filmed at Drew Field
� Made in the Aftermath of Pearl 

Harbor, considered 1st Patriotic 

Films of World War II

� One of Top Three Films of 1943



Late 1940’s
• 1943 - Dale Mabry 

Highway constructed to 

MacDill AFB

• 1945 – Drew Field 

Returned to City of 

Tampa

• 1946 – Hillsborough 

Aviation Authority 

purchases 720 Acres 

East of Drew Field

History

1948 Aerial



1950’s
• Commercial Airline 

operations moves from Peter 

O’Knight Airport to Drew 

Field

• Airport renamed Tampa 

International Airport 

• New Terminal Constructed 

near Westshore Boulevard 

and Martin Luther King Jr. 

Blvd. (Previously Columbus 

Drive)

History



1960’s
• Construction Begins on 

Carollwood in North 

Tampa

• Hillsborough Community 

College established

History



1970’s
• Tampa Airport Authority 

opens new terminal

• Tampa Bay Buccanneers

selected as NFL expansion 

Team

• Demolition of Original 

Terminal Building in Drew 

Park

History



1980’s & 90’s
• Development trends move north 

increasing traffic on Dale Mabry 

Highway

• Community continues to transition 

from residential to light industrial

• New Car Dealerships become 

established along Dale Mabry 

• Tampa Airport Authority begins 

Acquisition of 205 acres of Drew 

Park for future construction

• Steinbrenner Field Constructed at 

Intersection of Dale Mabry and MLK 

as Spring Training Facility for the 

New York Yankees

History



2000’s
• Construction Begins on Raymond 

James Stadium

• Drew Park Finding of Necessity 

Study finds conditions of blight 

within the area

• 2004 – Drew Park Community 

Redevelopment Plan Completed

• 2004 – Drew Park Community 

Redevelopment Area (DRA) 

officially designated by City 

History



History

� Drew Park has been 
enveloped by the growth 
of the city

� Thousands of vehicles 
pass by Drew Park each 
day on Dale Mabry and 
Hillsborough Avenue

� Very little Commercial 
development within the 
District

� Residential development 
declining

Current



� Comments
� History



Future Land Use (2025)

� Light Industrial Business
� Light Manufacturing

� Distribution

� Service Businesses

� Commercial Perimeter
� New/Used Auto Sales

� Hotel

� Residential
� Single Family Owner Occupy

� Single Family Rental

� Multi-Family Rental

� Public Use
� Yankee Spring Training

� Hillsborough Community College

� Department of Motor Vehicles

� Youth Detention Facility

� Police Substation

� Hillsborough Public Schools Maintenance 
Facility

� US Army Reserve

Land Use



Existing Conditions

� Major Street Corridors
� Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

� Lois Avenue

� West Tampa Bay Avenue

� Cargo Road

� Business Collector Streets
� Un-signalized East West Streets

� Business Alternatives to Major Collectors

� Local Business Streets
� Generally North of MLK

� Access Business Collectors

� Residential Streets
� Generally South of MLK and West of Lois

� Access Collector Streets

Vehicular 
Circulation Patterns



Existing Conditions

� Hillsborough Community College
� Linkage to Neighboring Residential 

Community
� Access to Public Transportation

� Business District
� Consistent Walkers along East Business 

Area
� Little Walk Volume West of Lois Avenue

� Residential Area
� Frequent Walkers
� Lots of Children 

� Lois Avenue
� Cow Paths on East and West side of Road

� Cargo Road
� Access to continuous sidewalks and 

Bicycle Paths

� Event
� Heavy Traffic to Raymond James Stadium
� Event Parking throughout CRA

Pedestrian 
Circulation Patterns



Existing Conditions

� LPS Cobra Head Lighting 
throughout district

� Limit Opportunities for Tree 
Growth & Establishment

Overhead Utilities/
Lighting



Existing Conditions

� CRA boundary not identified

• Dale Mabry and Hillsborough 

Avenue community edge

� No Community Identity

� Major Entry points

• Hillsborough & Lois

• MLK & Dale Mabry

• Tampa Bay and Dale Mabry

� Cargo Road – Back Door Entry

� Limited Right-of-Way available

Gateway / Identity



Existing Conditions

Major gateway

� N. Dale Mabry Hwy & W. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Gateway / Identity



Existing Conditions

Major gateway

� W. Hillsborough Ave. 

& N. Lois Ave

Gateway / Identity



Existing Conditions

Major gateway

� N. Dale Mabry Hwy & 

W. Tampa Bay Blvd.

Gateway / Identity



� Comments
� Vehicular Circulation

� Pedestrian Circulation Patterns

� Gateway/Entry 



Existing Conditions

� Drainage Master Plan in Progress
� Swales common throughout
� Major Impediment to Sidewalk 

Construction

Drainage Swales 
& Ditches



Existing Conditions

� Street Conditions
� Wide open areas that encourage 

high speeds
� Open areas discourage walking 
� Poorly maintained walks and 

ditches
� Damaged sidewalks
� Visual Clutter
� Feels unsafe 

General Conclusions & 
Design Challenges



Existing Conditions

� Bicycle Conditions
� No Bicycle designated paths 

exist within the district
� Cargo Road provides new 

wide bicycle path and bicycle 
lanes within the roadway

General Conclusions & 
Design Challenges



Existing Conditions

� Sidewalk Conditions
� New sidewalk construction along 

business collector roads
� Most walks located at road level 

without separation from traffic
� Common to park or drive on 

existing walks
� Many walks are broken and 

unsafe to walk on
� Many are overgrown
� Sidewalk widths are typically 4 

feet.

General Conclusions & 
Design Challenges



Existing Conditions

� No Roadway Edge to provide:
� clear definition of the vehicle use areas, 
� protects pedestrians, 
� helps to create a maintainable area, 
� allows for the establishment of Trees
� Protects community amenities

General Conclusions & 
Design Challenges



Existing Conditions

� Drainage is planned to remain 
as open ditches throughout 
the community

� Streetscape improvements 
must include low maintenance 
solutions for existing swales

General Conclusions & 
Design Challenges



Existing Conditions

� Overhead Utilities
� Overhead utilities limit 

opportunities for tree 
planting

� Power loss from downed 
overhead lines will limit 
development opportunities

� Alternative solutions include:
• Underground ($$$)
• Partial Underground
• Relocation/Realignment

General Conclusions & 
Design Challenges









� Comments
� Streets

� Sidewalks

� Edges

� Utilities

� Drainage Swales



� Next Steps
� Conceptual Design

� Next Workshop – Mid-June



Consultant Team


