
 

         

  
 
 

        

 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

CITY OF TAMPA 
Bob Buckhorn, Mayor Office of the Mayor 

NEWS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release                                           For additional information, please contact:    
Annette Spina, Public Affairs Officer 

(813) 274-8789 
annette.spina@tampagov.net 

Urban Land Institute Advisory Services Panel to Visit Tampa 
Panel to assist with developing a vision for the city’s urban core 

Tampa, Fla. (October 7, 2011) –  The Urban Land Institute (ULI) will be conducting an Advisory 
Services Panel in Tampa October 9 to 14. The panel is composed of economic development, land 
use, real estate development, and government operations experts from around the world who 
volunteer their time to help communities solve difficult development or related public policy 
problems. 

The City of Tampa has requested an ULI Panel to assist in developing a vision and master plan for 
the city’s urban core.  This plan will guide redevelopment of the downtown area.  “It will give us 
the road map to stimulate economic development, spur community reinvestment, and make the 
central city area one of the most desirable places in the nation,” said Mayor Bob Buckhorn.  

A public reception is being held for all interested citizens on Monday, October 10, from 5 p.m. to  
6:30 p.m. at the Straz Center for Performing Arts, 1010 North W.C. MacInnes Place in downtown 
Tampa. 

On Friday, October 14 from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. a public presentation will be made by the ULI 
panel of its findings and recommendations. This presentation will take place at the Tampa 
Convention Center, located at 333 S. Franklin Street, in Room 24. 

The public is invited to attend the reception and the briefing. If you cannot attend the events but 
would like to offer suggestions, you can go to the City’s web site www.tampagov.net to fill out a 
public comment sheet. The sheet should be faxed or emailed to the Growth Management and 
Development Services Department at (813) 274-7706 by Tuesday, October 11. 

For additional information, please contact Urban Planning Coordinator Randy Goers at  
(813) 274-8694 or via email at randy.goers@tampagov.net.  
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CITY OF TAMPA 
Bob Buckhorn, Mayor Office of the Mayor 

NEWS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release                                           For additional information, please contact:    
Annette Spina, Public Affairs Officer 

(813) 274-8789 
annette.spina@tampagov.net 

Urban Land Institute Advisory Panel to Present Findings 
Briefing to be held Friday morning at Tampa Convention Center  

Tampa, Fla. (October 13, 2011) –  The Urban Land Institute (ULI) will present its findings and 
recommendations for the city’s urban core at a public presentation on Friday, October 13, 2011.  
The presentation begins at 8:30 a.m. and will be held at the Tampa Convention Center, located at 
333 S. Franklin Street, in Room 24.  

The public is invited to attend the briefing, which is the culmination of the ULI’s week-long 
Advisory Services Panel process. The recommendations come after two days of presentations by 
City staff and interviews with more than 60 community and business leaders.  “This is a great 
opportunity for Tampa and I am looking forward to hearing the recommendations from the ULI 
panel," said Mayor Bob Buckhorn.  "This process allows us to look at suggestions and ideas 
from outside experts to help us find new ways to make our downtown area and surrounding 
neighborhoods more livable and economically viable."   

The ULI is a non-profit education and research organization that provides leadership in best 
practices and creative solutions for responsible and sustainable land use. The ULI Advisory 
Services Panel is composed of economic development, land use, development, and government 
experts from around the country who volunteer their time to help communities solve difficult 
development or public policy problems.  

For more about the ULI Advisory Panel in Tampa, visit www.tampagov.net. For additional 
information, please contact Urban Planning Coordinator Randy Goers at (813) 274-8694 or via 
email at randy.goers@tampagov.net.  
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Urban Land Institute 
Tampa Advisory Panel 

How You Can 
Participate 

Fill out the Public Comment 
Sheet on the back of this flyer 
and return it to the address 

shown.  All comments will be 
forwarded to the Advisory 

Panel for their consideration. 

For more information 
www.TampaGov.net 

The Urban Land Institute (ULI) has been invited by 
the City of Tampa to conduct a 5-day Advisory Panel. 

The expert panel will go on site tours, meet with local residents, 
business owners, developers, real estate professionals, elected leaders, 
government officials, and other community representatives.  On Friday, 
October 14 at 8:30 am, at the Tampa Convention Center, the Panel will 
present their neutral and objective findings and recommendations for 
future development of Tampa’s urban core. 

Some of the Questions to be Considered by the Panel 

 What are the possibilities for creating 
a true urban center? 

 What are the best short- and long-
term development opportunities? 

 Where should the city focus its 
redevelopment efforts and resources 
in the next five years? 

 What development incentives will 
work best to encourage development? 

 How best can the city encourage 
transit oriented development? 

 How can the city improve connections 
to the Riverwalk? 

 What can be done to strengthen the 
connections between neighborhoods? 

 Where are the most critical pedestrian 
and bicycle connections? 

 How can we maximize development 
potential, connectivity & the amenity 
of the Hillsborough River? 

 What circulator systems should be 
pursued to improve connectivity?   
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CITY OF TAMPA 
Bob Buckhorn, Mayor Growth Management and Development Services 

Urban Land Institute 
Advisory Services Panel for the City of Tampa 

Public Comment Form 

Please use the space below to provide suggestions or comments regarding the Urban Land 
Institute Advisory Services Panel for the City of Tampa.  All comments will be provided to the 
Advisory Panel as they begin their deliberations. 

Comment(s): 

Name: Representing: 

Address: 

Please fax this comment form to the City of Tampa  
Growth Management & Development Services Department at  

(813) 274-7706 
(Or email to randy.goers@tampagov.net) 

by Tuesday, October 11 

306 East Jackson St., 3N   Tampa, Florida  33602 
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October 17, 2011 

Going Big And Bold In Remaking Tampa 
By John Hill, Editorial Board 

TAMPA - Despite a sluggish economy, an unwieldy bureaucracy at City Hall and the 

voters' rejection of rail, Tampa has a chance to remake the older neighborhoods in and 

around downtown. That was the message Friday to nearly 200 city officials, developers 

and business leaders who gathered at the Tampa Convention Center to hear 

representatives from the Urban Land Institute outline the city's strengths and 

weaknesses. The session marked the launch of a long-range development plan the 

institute is crafting for a sweeping area surrounding downtown, from West Tampa and 

Tampa Heights to Ybor City and the Channel District.  

This urban redesign effort is different from previous plans in two major ways. First, it is 

the most ambitious in city history. Planners are looking to remake a half-dozen 

neighborhoods more than a mile from downtown in any direction. They include some of 

Tampa's oldest, such as West Tampa, and newer neighborhoods, such as the condo-

heavy Channel District. And the city has never reached out to professionals like the 

Urban Land Institute's staff for a fresh, outside perspective on Tampa's potential. That's 

what makes this process more than an academic exercise. There already is confidence in 

a planning effort that could shape Tampa's growth for decades.  

Consultants for the institute spent last week in Tampa talking with civic leaders, and 

Friday's meeting was a chance for them to share their first impressions. While a 

redevelopment plan is months away, the feedback already has helped underscore how 

much the city can bring to the table. Much of the land in the redevelopment areas is 

vacant or publicly owned. That gives the city a fairly blank canvas to redesign entire 

neighborhoods. The close proximity of the neighborhoods and their straight layouts make 

it easy and affordable to connect them with circulator bus service. And the meandering 

northward stretch of the Hillsborough River provides the backdrop to attract new 

residents, restaurants and shops.  
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The goal here is to make these neighborhoods more exciting and economically vibrant, to 

draw more people into the urban center and to expand Tampa's appeal as a place to live, 

work and play. The city has a lot of work to do. But the session showed that 

redevelopment is not all pie in the sky. Mayor Bob Buckhorn can do several things to get 

the ball rolling. Why not introduce Tampa Heights by hosting Saturday markets along its 

riverfront? What about looking at city codes for ways to make urban developments more 

practical and affordable? There will be plenty of additional details to address. But as the 

institute made clear Friday, the secret here is follow-through. Buckhorn should look at 

deputizing a point person to oversee this project full time. That would free him for the 

larger job of selling the city - and the City Hall bureaucracy - on a common vision for the 

urban core. He has no more important an agenda in his first term. 
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