
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
     

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

West Tampa Community Redevelopment Area 
Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
April 21, 2020 

Virtual Meeting 

Attendees 
Committee Members: Joe Robinson, Chair; Walter Smith II, Vice-Chair; Delphine 

Jones; Carlos Ramirez; Jeffrey Rhodes; Anthony Serrano; 
Emanuel Wilson; Tina Young, Marvin Knight; Kenneth Perry, 
Benjamin Buckley 

Staff: Jeanette LaRussa Fenton, Urban Development Manager 
Michelle Van Loan, CRA Director 
Shelisia Jackson, OSSIV 

I. Welcome / Introductions 
Mr. Robinson opened the special call meeting of the West Tampa Community 
Redevelopment Area Advisory Committee at 5:30 p.m.    

II. Meeting Minutes
None.  

III. Purpose
Per Mr. Robinson, this meeting was called to discuss a possible grant program for 
small businesses in the Community Redevelopment Areas impacted by the 
COVID-19 Emergency and if the West Tampa CRA wishes to participate in the 
One Tampa Business grant program in order to further assist small businesses in 
West Tampa. 

One Tampa Presentation  
(Michelle Van Loan) presented information about the proposed grant. After  
receiving calls for assistance and fielding calls of concern about the lack of  
availability for a majority of our local small businesses to participate in the federal  
program we started to try and look at assist.  The City of Tampa is now launching  
a new program called, One Tampa in response to the COVID-19 emergency. It is  
a Rent, Mortgage & Utility Relief plan that will provide critical support to individuals 
and small businesses that have been impacted. The City of Tampa has partnered  
with two trusted organizations, the Crisis Center of Tampa Bay and the Tampa  
Chamber of Commerce, to connect critical resources with those who need them  
most.  The ability to fund and operate such a program is not viable for the CRA’s  
which is how the partnership with the City came about.   

This program could be a lifeline for small businesses located in the city’s 
designated low income census tracts and Community Redevelopment Areas  
(CRAs). The plan is to pay up to $4,000 for a past-due or future-due rent or 



 
 

 
   

 
  
 
 
  

 
 
  

  
  
 

 
 

  
 

   
  

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

mortgage and up to $1,000 for utilities. For qualified recipients, the City will remit 
rent or mortgage payments directly to landlords and mortgagors, and directly to 
TECO and the City of Tampa, on behalf of eligible relief recipients.  

The Small Business Relief Plan qualifying criteria currently is that a business must: 

 Have been continuously operating for 5 years prior to February 
 1, 2020.  
 Be one of the designated ‘critically impacted’ business sectors 
 Have a physical location in one of the City’s designated Low Income Census 

Tracts or in one of its Community Redevelopment Areas. 
 Have business annual revenue less than $250,000 
 Have no more than five (5) employees at the time of application 
 Experienced at least 50% reduction in revenue as a result of the COVID 

crisis 
 Have applied for the SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan, if eligible. 
 Have paid 2019 City business taxes and 2018 property taxes 
 Have no outstanding property code enforcement issues. 

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling cycle and payouts will continue until funds 
are exhausted. West Tampa CRAs TIF interest is an estimated $100,000. The 
City would like to use West Tampa CRAs accrued interest funds to assist in 
providing matching grants for the payments to businesses that are located in a 
CRA district (50/50).  This will enable the use of CDBG and philanthropic funds to 
stretch further across individuals / families and businesses not located in a CRA. 
The interest money is not tied to any of the CRA’s programs.   

After additional discussion about the OneTampa Plan by committee members 
Benjamin Buckley made a motion to approve the use of $100,000 from the interest 
account towards the grant program. Ken Perry provided a second.  The motion  
passed unanimously.     

IV. General Discussion and Questions 
Joe Robinson directed the Economic Development Subcommittee to review a 
standalone program for West Tampa businesses that do not qualify for One Tampa 
that would be usable for assistance in case of future hurricanes or unnamed 
disasters.   

V. Announcements & Public Comment 
There was one comment from the public asking to make sure West Tampa is 
defined better and small businesses that do not qualify for this assistance are 
helped in some way.   

Meeting Adjourned 6:45 p.m. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
  

 
  

 

  
 

West Tampa Community Redevelopment Area 
Community Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
May 26, 2020 

Virtual Call-In Meeting 

Attendees 

Committee members: Joe Robinson, Chair; Benjamin Buckley; Dee 
Delphine Jones; Ken Perry; Carlos Ramirez; Walte
Bobby Wilson; Tina Young 

Jackson; 
r Smith II; 

Excused: Marvin Knight; Jeffrey Rhodes; Anthony Serrano 

Staff: Jeanette LaRussa Fenton, Interim West Tampa/D
Manager 

rew Park 

Shelisia Jackson, OSSIV 

I. Opening Comments & Introductions 

Chair Robinson convened the meeting at 5:35 p.m. Roll call was taken and a 
quorum was announced. 

II. Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Perry moved for approval of the minutes of the April 21, 2020 meeting; 
seconded by Mr. Ramirez.  Motion passed unanimously.  It was noted that 
the February 25 meeting minutes were corrected to show the meeting was 
held at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Center. 

III. Tampa Police Update 
Captain Bryan Hill introduced himself as new to District I. He came from District 
II and prior to that was stationed at District III. He is anxious to meet everyone, 
hear any concerns and build relationships.  He works Monday – Friday, 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and can be reached at 863-412-9752. 

Officer Lisa Bunn reported that she has been working with the Transportation 
Dept. to have “No Parking” signs installed on Fremont Ave. along the linear 
park. She is also working to get the intersecting streets opened to alleviate 
problems there. She would like to keep the linear park with raised crosswalks.  
That would be the responsibility of the Transportation Dept. 
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Chair Robinson requested another security camera to be installed at the 
Fremont Ave. linear park. Ms. Jackson stated that funding was approved at 
the February meeting; we are awaiting the exact amount. 

IV. Staff Report 
 One Tampa Update – Ms. Fenton reported on the business participation 

in the One Tampa relief program. As of May 15, 2020, 138 businesses 
had completed applications; 90 were not eligible; 50 applications are 
pending or have been paid. 

Applications for a second round of funding will be accepted between 
June 1 and June 5. Program eligibility requirements have been relaxed 
to allow greater participation. 

Ms. Fenton was requested to provide information on West Tampa 
businesses that participated. 

 CRA Manager Hiring - Ms. Fenton reported that interviews for the West 
Tampa/Drew Park Manager, and the Economic Development Specialist 
are almost complete. The top candidates have been identified to 
advance in the process. The goal is to have both positions filled by mid-
July. 

V. Request to Address the Committee 
Vanessa McCleary, COT Housing & Community Development Manager, made 
a Power Point presentation concerning the Request for Proposals being  
prepared for the City owned property on Rome Ave. 

Ms. McCleary responded to points and questions raised by WTCAC members 
and the public: 

 Make sure all points made by the WTCAC at the February 25 meeting 
are included in the final RFP. 

 The City is trying to make it a walkable site with mobility options to 
reduce car traffic. The developer must provide a traffic study consistent 
with their proposal. 

 Need review of traffic impacts on the east side of the project in  
combination with the West River project. 

 The developer would need to purchase the property; it would not be 
donated.  Current value is approximately $1 million per acre. 

 Public art will be included to celebrate West Tampa’s history. 
 The site should have an urban feel with increased density and provide 

a mix of rental and homeownership. 



 

    

 

 
    

 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

  

   
  

 
 

 

 

  

   
 

  
 

 There will be coordination with the Tampa Housing Authority and their 
Master Plan for the West River development. 

 The project will provide 20% of the units as affordable housing (80% 
area median income); 40% workforce housing (120% area median 
income); 40% market rate. Affordable units are also part of the West 
River development. 

 Job creation will be part of the project. 
 RFP will be out in Fall 2020. Once the draft RFP developed it will be 

provided to WTCAC for review and comment. A workshop for 
developers will then be scheduled. 

 Someone from WTCAC should sit on the RFP Review Committee. 
 City W/MBE office should review MBE participation 

RFP Public Comment: 

Sam Harris 

 Must have opportunity for Black developers and City should assure Black owned 
firm is in the lead. 

 Developers are concerned about length of time for permitting. 
 Developers should make a larger commitment to affordable/workforce housing. 
 Need transportation models from other successful projects. 

Spencer Kass 

 Is City prepared to contribute some of the property sales price to the CRA or 
reinvest in the CRA? 

 Ms. McCleary responded that additional tax revenue would go to the CRA through 
the TIF process. 

 Mr. Robinson requested that City respond to contribution of a portion of the sales 
price to the CRA or reinvestment back into the CRA. He also requested to know 
which parts of the project would be taxable and which would not. He state that the 
project should go vertical and that density is needed. 

VI. General Discussion & Questions 

West Tampa CAC Subcommittee Reports 

Economic Development – No report. 

Special Events – Ms. Young delivered the subcommittee report. Next 
meeting will be June 22. She suggests postponing the Unity West Tampa 
event until next year to a date to be determined. Mr. Wilson made a 
motion to approve her recommendation, seconded by Mr. Perry and it 
passed unanimously.  



 

 

    

  

 

  
 

 

  

  

  

  
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

It was suggested that perhaps the event could be held as part of the Super 
Bowl festivities. 

Infrastructure – Mr. Ramirez delivered the subcommittee report. Some 
revisions to the West Tampa Overlay are moving forward, others need more 
work and will be pursued in the next cycle. There will be a full report on the 
revisions at the next WTCAC meeting. 

Mr. Wilson stated that the alleys behind the library and the post office have 
been cleaned. 

Housing – Mr. Wilson reported that the committee has not met for several 
months and will resume meeting. 

Other Discussion 

 Chair Robinson referred to Mr. Wilson’s approved motion at the 
February meeting to fund $1 million for 3 housing programs. Ms. 
Fenton advised that would be accomplished through the FY 21 
budget process. 

 Request to inventory historic buildings within the CRA. Dennis 
Fernandez will be contacted to provide this information. 

 The WTCRA will be developing a stand-alone program with no 
federal funding to address emergency needs after disasters.  

 Chair Robinson and Ms. Fenton to continue discussions with the 
President of Metropolitan Ministries on use of their tent during the 
Super Bowl. 

 Chair Robinson inquired if the WTCRA is covered by 5G technology 
and whether there is a map showing coverage areas. Ms. Fenton to 
research and report back. 

 Chair Robinson advised that he wants to discuss consolidation of 
Just, Stewart and Dunbar schools into a single modern campus. He 
stated that School Superintendent Davis is open to listening to a  
proposal and that Leroy Moore of the Tampa Housing Authority 
would also participate. The consolidation would free up land for 
redevelopment. Mr. Perry moved and Mr. Jackson seconded to 
authorize Chair Robinson to pursue discussions to demolish 
Just, Stewart, and Dunbar consolidate and build a new school.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 Chair Robinson observed that the trees along Howard and Armenia 
look bad. These are Hillsborough County roads so they are 
responsible for maintenance. He wants to know when the trees will 
be trimmed and the roads paved. Ms. Van Loan has already initiated 
the inquiry. 



  
 

 
  

  
 

  

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 Chair Robinson announced several “Good Neighbor” notices he 
received concerning developments within the WTCRA. 

 Mr. Smith announced that he is coordinating disaster relief for front 
line communities on behalf of Organize Florida. Mr. Whit Remer, the 
City’s new Sustainability Coordinator, will be invited to address the 
WTCRA. 

 Mr. Smith reported that attorney Stacy Yates is heading a nonprofit 
to provide 5G services to underserved communities. 

 A mock funeral is procession is being held on May 27 starting at 
Williams Funeral Home going through East Tampa and ending at the 
Unemployment Office on Busch Blvd. 

 Mr. Buckley stated that the WTCAC needs to oppose the removal of 
brick streets and support installation of brick streets. He also 
believes there should be advanced notice of plans to remove existing 
brick streets. 

 Mr. Jackson stated that he wants to request funding for WURK 
Radio. Mr. Smith stated that will be reviewed by the Economic 
Development Committee. 

VII. Announcements and Public Comment 
Spencer Kass thanked the committee for the virtual meeting. He stated there 
is a tremendous amount of graffiti that has occurred and the new Code 
Enforcement Director wants to bring back the city’s Graffiti Abatement Program 
but needs funding from the CRA.   

Mr. Kass also stated that he has had conversations with 5G providers and they 
are looking for financial commitments. Chair Robinson assigned the 5G issue 
to the Infrastructure Subcommittee. 

Sam Harris reiterated that the City must get zoning and permitting done 
correctly for 5G and that the WTCAC needs to push for streamlined permitting. 

Adjournment:  Chair Robinson adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 



         

 

 
    

                     
                   

                                  

                  

 

 
   

 

 

 
     

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
    

  
    

    
 

 
     

   
     
       

 
  

 

WEST TAMPA COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AREA 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
July 28, 2020, 5:30 p.m. 
Virtual Call-In Meeting  

AGENDA 

I. Opening Comments & Introductions    Joe  Robinson,  Chairman  

Action Items 

II. Approval  of  Minutes       Advisory  Committee  

Reports 

III. Tampa Police Department Update    Tampa  Police  Department 

IV. Staff Report        Jeanette LaRussa Fenton 
 One Tampa Update 
 CRA Staff Hiring  

V. Request to Address the Committee 
 Main St. – Commercial District & Corridor Plan Randy Goers, City of Tampa  

Planning Department 

 West  Tampa  Issues      Michael Randolph 

VI. General Discussion & Questions     Advisory  Committee  &  Staff  

West Tampa CAC Subcommittee’s Report 

i. Sub-Committee Report 
a. Economic Development    Walter  Smith  Jr., Subcommittee Chair 
b.  Special  Events     Tina  Young, Subcommittee Chair 
c.  Infrastructure             Carlos Ramirez, Subcommittee Chair 

 West Tampa Overlay Revisions 
d. Housing      Bobby Wilson, Subcommittee Chair 

VII. Announcements & Public Comment 

Important Dates – all meetings are virtual unless noted 

CRA Board meeting:            Thursday, August 13, 2020 @ 9:00 am @ Tampa Convention Center 
West Tampa CAC meeting:    Tuesday, August 25, 2020 @ 5:30 pm  
Special Events Committee:       Monday, August 24, 2020 @4:00 pm 
Housing Committee:    Tuesday, August 11, 2020 @ 5:00 pm 
Economic Development Committee:  To Be Determined 
Infrastructure Committee             Wednesday, August 12, 2020 @ 5:30 pm 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

West Tampa Community Redevelopment Area 
Community Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
June 23, 2020, 5:30 p.m. 
Virtual Call-In Meeting 

Attendees 

Committee members: Joe Robinson, Chairman; Benjamin Buckley; Marvin Knight; 
Delphine Jones; Ken Perry; Carlos Ramirez; Jeffrey Rhodes; 
Bobby Wilson; Tina Young 

Staff: Jeanette LaRussa Fenton, Interim West Tampa/Drew Park 
Manager 

Shelisia Jackson, OSSIV 

I. Opening Comments & Introductions 

Chairman Robinson convened the meeting at 5:39 p.m. Roll call was taken 
and a quorum was announced. 

II. Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Rhodes moved for approval of the minutes of the May 26, 2020 
meeting as submitted; 
unanimously.  

seconded by Mr. Ramirez. Motion passed 

III. Tampa Police Update 
No report. 

IV. Staff Report 
 FY 21 Budget – Ms. Fenton presented the proposed FY 21 Budget 

which had also been emailed to the WTCAC members.  She described 
the various line items of the $3,421,615 budget and advised that the 
budget is subject to change based on final personnel costs and any 
adjustments would be reflected by adjusting the Neighborhood 
Infrastructure line item. 

The WTCAC directed the following revisions to the proposed budget: 

o West Tampa Overlay Code Revision – change to $40,000 by 
motion of Infrastructure Subcommittee Chair Ramirez, 
seconded by Mr. Rhodes, and passed. 



 
 

 
 

    
 

 
 

 
    

  
 

 
 

 
    

 
 

    

 
 

   

 
 
 

 
  

 

     

 
 

 
 

o Special Events/Projects – change to $200,000 as 
recommended by Subcommittee Chair Young and approved 
by her motion, seconded by Mr. Knight. 

o Allocate $325,000 to Homeowner Exterior Rehabilitation as 
previously approved. 

o Allocate a total of $1 million to divided by 3 other programs: 
Housing Down Payment Assistance, Rental Rehabilitation, 
Affordable Housing Initiatives, as previously approved. 

o Adjustments to be reflected by reducing the Neighborhood 
Infrastructure line item to balance the budget. 

 One Tampa Update – Ms. Fenton reported West Tampa business 
participation in Phase 1 of the One Tampa relief program. She stated 
that 8 West Tampa businesses had participated for a total of $14,804 
in funding provided with the WTCRA responsible for 50% ($7,402) of  
the cost. The City is now proceeding with Phase 2 which will have more 
lenient criteria to assist more businesses. 

 CRA Manager Hiring - Ms. Fenton reported that interviews for the 
West Tampa/Drew Park Manager and the Economic Development 
Specialist II have been completed. The top candidates have been 
identified and offers will be extended shortly. The goal is to have both 
positions filled by late July. 

Ms. Fenton announced that the Economic Development Specialist II 
position will now be fully dedicated to the West Tampa & Drew Park 
CRAs and not shared with the East Tampa CRA. She advised that this 
would result in better service and projects/programs accomplished 
more quickly. 

V. Request to Address the Committee 
Alan Denham of TECO requested to address the committee about an upcoming 
project to provide power to the West River development. He stated that letters 
will be sent to the community in the project areas and to community 
associations describing the projects. A contact number will be in the letter for 
anyone having questions or concerns. 

Phase 1 entails underground distribution lines along Rome and Nassau to West 
River and will begin in July. 



 
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

   
 

  
 

   
 

  
  

  

 

 

  

 

 

Phase 2 will start in September and replace existing lines starting at Habana 
Ave. to Chestnut St. and Rome Ave. 40 power poles will be replaced with 
similar wooden poles.   

Projects will cause minimal traffic disruption. 

VI. General Discussion & Questions 

West Tampa CAC Subcommittee Reports 

Economic Development – No report. 

Special Events – Subcommittee Chair Young reported that work is 
beginning on the first WTCRA newsletter which should be completed by 
September 2020. She also reported that the contract with the consultant is 
expiring in July and Ms. Fenton is to follow-up on renewal. 

Ms. Young also reported that the Unity West Tampa event is cancelled for 
2020 and will be moved to 2021. She advised of the need for an Event 
Planner to assist and Ms. Fenton is researching process to secure. 

Infrastructure – Subcommittee Chair Ramirez reported on the West 
Tampa Overlay text amendments. He relayed the desire to preserve 
community and historical assets. He advised that some of the 
subcommittee’s proposed amendments are moving forward and some need 
further work. The final language will be presented to the WTCAC for 
approval then the amendments will go through public workshop and public 
hearings. 

Subcommittee Chair Ramirez referenced the desire to keep brick streets.  
He stated that while brick streets are labor intensive to install they last a 
very long time. 

Subcommittee Chair Ramirez stated that the graffiti abatement team lost 
funding however removal 6 graffiti incidents is occurring. 

Housing – Subcommittee Chair Wilson reported that the committee has not 
met and that staff is working on finalizing the Memorandum of 
Understanding with Housing and Community Development for the Exterior 
Housing Rehabilitation program. 
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VII. Announcements and Public Comment 

Announcements 
Mr. Rhodes announced that the NARAB is hosting a virtual workshop for 
homeowners on Sunday, June 28, 3-5 p.m. 

Mr. Buckley stated that we need to make sure brick streets do not disappear.  
We also need to work on parking issues as that is one of West Tampa’s biggest 
problems. 

Chairman Robinson stated that the countdown has begun as his term as Chair 
is coming to an end. He wants to leave a legacy of 4-4 projects. He has 
enjoyed working with the WTCAC and wants to have a strong year. 

Chairman Robinson asked staff to check on the status of the grant for the trail 
and enhancements to the west side of the Hillsborough River. 

Chairman Robinson reported on a virtual meeting with Addison Davis, 
Hillsborough County Schools Superintendent and Leroy Moore and Jerome 
Ryans, Tampa Housing Authority concerning consolidation of Stewart, Just and 
Dunbar schools. Mr. Moore reported that 921 units are under construction in 
West River. The parcels that had been set aside for potential school 
development are now committed for development. He suggested that the 
School District could Master Plan their site and free up riverfront property and 
that he would be happy to assist. 

Chairman Robinson advised that he received a request to address the  
committee from Michael Randolph. He will allow Mr. Randolph to speak for 15 
minutes at the July meeting. 

Public Comment 
Michael Braccia stated that in the past when the graffiti program was operating 
that graffiti was just painted over. He suggested that if the program is funded 
again that it should be done right and that graffiti should be removed, not just 
painted over. 

Mr. Braccia also state that parking is critical and that it needs to be addressed 
either in the West Tampa Overlay or general city code. 

Spencer Kass stated people want a meeting about what can and cannot be 
done in the West Tampa Overlay. 

Mr. Kass asked if it was possible for TECO improvements to be underground. 



 

 
    

 

 
 

  

 
 

Mr. Kass state that according to Code Enforcement $100,000 would be needed 
for the graffiti program.  This may need to be added to the budget. 

Mr. Kass stated that a community market is needed and also a 4th of July 
celebration for kids. 

Mr. Kass stated his concern that there is not a focus on creating jobs. 

Andre Hill asked what format will be created for Special Projects funding 
requests. Chairman Robinson responded that the process will be developed 
and Ms. Young sated the application would be similar to the Special Events 
process. 

Adjournment:  Chair Robinson adjourned the meeting at 7:36 p.m. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

   
    

 

 

  

 

West Tampa Community Redevelopment Area 
Community Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
July 28, 2020 

Virtual Call-In Meeting 

Attendees 

Committee members: Joe Robinson, Chair; Benjamin Buckley; Delphine Jones; 
Marvin Knight; Ken Perry; Carlos Ramirez; Anthony Serrano, 
Walter Smith II; Bobby Wilson 

Excused: Jeffrey Rhodes, Dee Jackson; Tina Young 

Staff: Jeanette LaRussa Fenton, Interim West Tampa/Drew Park 
Manager, Carole Post, Economic Opportunity Administrator, 
Rob Rosner, Economic Opportunity Director, Officer Lisa 
Bunn, TPD, Michelle Van Loan 

Shelisia Jackson, OSSIV 

I. Opening Comments & Introductions 

Chair Robinson convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. Roll call was taken and a 
quorum was announced. Carole Post, Administrator of Development & 
Economic Opportunity provided greetings and a brief overview of her goals as 
they affect the West Tampa Community.   

Rob Rosner, Economic Opportunity Director provide greetings. He also 
answered questions about the Opportunity Zone and shared that their may be 
an opportunity in the future from the federal government to extend the 
application date and census tracks in the program. He vowed to make it a 
priority to address adding all West Tampa census tracks to the program as 
requested by the CRA CAC if the opportunity arises.  

II. Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Perry moved for approval of the minutes of the June 23, 2020 meeting; 
seconded by Mr. Ramirez.  Motion passed unanimously.   

III. Tampa Police Update 
Officer Lisa Bunn reported that she has been working with the Transportation 
Department to have “No Stopping/Standing Signs” installed around the 
Fremont Avenue linear park.  She created flyers to update the residents of the 
area and distributed ninety-nine in the immediate area so that residents don’t 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  
   

  

 
 

 
    

   
   

flyer. Parking Division approves such requests.     

get penalized for parking there. Per Officer Bunn, there is only one street (Pine 
between Freemont and Albany where homes do not have driveways and will 
need a residential parking permit. The link to request the permit is listed in the 

Officer Bunn also 
shared her progress in 
securing a camera in 
the Freemont Linear 
Park. There is a 
hiccup, we must install 
a pole owned by the 
city because we cannot 
use the TECO pole in 
the park, plus the 
location of that pole is 
not feasible since it 
does not provide a 
good line of site. She 
will be meeting with 
City of Tampa Parks 
Department to discuss 
getting them to install a 
pole in that location.  
There may be a 
charge, if so, the 
committee may be 
asked to handle the 
costs. Chair Robinson 

also wanted to know the status of the other requested cameras to be installed 
in the area. Mr. Wilson asked Officer Bunn to confirm if the pole could be a 
decorative pole instead of a wooden pole. Additionally, there was inquiry 
asking for confirmation of the legality of putting up a sign stating the video 
surveillance. If we are required or not to put up a sign, we should get an opinion 
from City Legal Department one way or another.  

IV. Staff Report 
 One Tampa Update – Ms. Fenton reported that twenty West Tampa 

businesses have been approved to receive a grant via the One Tampa relief 
program. Currently, we are in Phase II. The detailed financial report has 
not been distributed yet, but when it is, we will know how much of the funds 
will be distributed from the CRA’s portion of the matching grant.   



  

  
  

    
   

 
 

  
  

 

 

 
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
  

 CRA Manager Hiring - Ms. Fenton reported that the new West Tampa/Drew 
Park Manager has been hired.  His name is Jesus Niño. He is currently the 
CRA Manager in Bradenton, Florida. He has a long track record of CRA 
Management and is a long time Tampa native who is AICP certified. His 
tentative start date is August 10th. This will be her last meeting as manager. 
Mr. Niño will be in place by your next meeting. The professional position 
for Economic Development Specialist is almost filled, an offer has been 
extended and the city’s HR division is in negotiations.   The position should 
be filled by late August.    

 There was a question about the status of the School Consolidation Task 
Force (for Just and Stewart schools). Per Ms. Fenton, we are waiting for 
the name of the county representative, once we get that we will move  
forward with scheduling the meetings.   

V. Request to Address the Committee 

Randy Goers, COT Planning Department made a presentation concerning his work 
on the Neighborhood Commercial District Plan for Main Street. The project was 
started in response to a City Council motion:  

Motion (Carlson – Citro), September 12, 2019 - That the Planning 
Commission be requested to work collaboratively with the City of Tampa 
staff for the purpose of developing an approach toward the establishment 
of neighborhood commercial district plans; further, that this approach be 
brought to Council for consideration, with the goal of the Planning 
Commission, City staff and potential assistance of partner agencies, to 
develop a district plan in each Council district, each year, over the next four 
years, in an order to be determined by Council. Motion carried. 

In response to the motion, the City of Tampa Planning and Development Department, 
Mobility Department, The Planning Commission and the Hillsborough County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization agreed to a joint planning approach to complete 
Neighborhood District Plans. Main Street and the West Tampa Business District was the 
first area selected to receive this service. 

The study area boundary still needs to be defined, but generally, the focus will be Main 
Street from North Armenia to North Boulevard and Howard Avenue from Green Street to 
Beach Street and includes 1-2 blocks from the Howard/Main Intersection. We need the 
support and opinions of the various neighborhood groups and CAC to develop work and 
public engagement plans.   

Chair Robinson called for someone to voice a motion of support to move forward with 
participation in the study. Ken Perry made a motion to approve the CRA Community  
Advisory Committee accept the invitation to participate in the study but called for an 



   
  

 

 

          

  

 
 

   
  

   
  

 

     

 
    

 
  

   
 

 
  

  
 

  

addition of the boundary by asking that it extend all the way to Boulevard instead of 
stopping at Rome. Walter Smith provided a second. In discussion, Mr. Wilson asked that 
the motion be amended to include a discussion of the Main Street alleyways be added as 
part of the study. Ken Perry and Walter Smith agreed with the amending of their original 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Michael Randolph of the West Tampa Community Development Corporation made a 
presentation concerning gentrification. There was a technical issue with the slide 
presentation, so it was distributed to attendees via email to review independently.   

VI.  General  Discussion  &  Questions  

Ms. Jones, would like to know about the opening dates of the new facilities on Main and 
Rome, more specially, what is the progress of the Bethune Hi Rise build out?  

David Ilonya of the Tampa Housing Authority responded that because of the pandemic, 
in terms of a grand opening an actual ceremony may not happen (except maybe on social 
media). The completion date of Bethune Hi Rise is set for the end of September. The 
Renaissance Building should be completed by late August. 3 of 4 phases of the multi-
family housing have already started  

Boulevard Tower 1 (100 units), Boulevard Tower II (119 units), Boulevard Tower III (133 
units) are set to be completed by June, July and August consecutively.  The only delays 
we encountered so far has been in securing the kitchen counters in the current projects 
because of timing and availability of the product and getting them on site Boulevard Tower 
IV (112 units) is in design.  Construction of should begin next year.  

West Tampa CAC Subcommittee Reports 

 Economic Development – Walter Smith shared that there is no report today. A 
meeting will be scheduled for next month.   

 Special Events – Jeanette Fenton delivered the subcommittee report. The 
committee is working on the West Tampa CRA Newsletter with a consultant.  The 
subcommittee agreed on the various topics to be included in the issue.  It is set to 
be published and distributed in September 2020. In addition of the electronic 
dissemination the usual would be to distribute at the libraries and other public 
spots. Unfortunately, because of COVID most of those avenues is unavailable. 
We will look at mailing newsletters to residents directly via mail to every address 
in West Tampa. We plan to look into that possibility CAC members are asked to 
supply a thumbnail picture and brief description so that they can be profiled in the 
newsletter. We will also have articles profiling City of Tampa Solid Waste  
Department, a local business, a local West Tampa resident and information 
detailing exactly what a CRA is. Please recall the committee has funded special 



  
 

   
 

 

 
 

  
   

 
   

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

  
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
   

projects. The committee will be working on an application detailing that process 
and bring it back to the committee.  

 Housing – Mr. Wilson reported that he met with Vanessa McCleary about hosting 
a Homebuying Assistance Grant again this year. We are also discussing 
highlighting a Home of the Year/Quarter activity and giving gift cards. Per Ms. 
Fenton, (upon questioning by Chair Robinson who asked to check on the legality 
of the CRA giving gift cards) shared that is not something that we can do, but 
instead how about approaching West Tampa businesses to do a donation for 
something like that.   

Ms. Fenton brought it to the committees’ attention that there is now a new program 
tree trimming program in the East Tampa CRA for residential properties. She let 
committee members know that a component of that type of program is  already  
written into the West Tampa Façade Grant Program and that the CRA could put a 
similar program in place in a matter of time (estimated 60 days) by approving the 
guidelines and application process. Michelle Van Loan clarified that for 
commercial properties tree trimming cannot be the only request of the Façade 
Grant, it must be part of the upgrade to the front of property as part of landscaping 
updates. 

 Infrastructure – Chair Robinson assigned the Main 
Street Study presented by Randy Goers to the 
Economic Development Sub-Committee and the 
Infrastructure Sub-Committee.  

 Mr. Ramirez delivered the subcommittee report with 
a map detailing the overlay district as it pertains to 
the CRA boundaries. The overlay boundary is in 
green. The CRA boundaries are redlined. The West 
Tampa Central Business District is in yellow. Mr. 
Ramirez went over each suggested revision. (see 
attachment for full report). They would like to plan a 
public meeting next, if the committee approves the 
changes the subcommittee has suggested. Ken Perry made a motion to proceed 
with the committee’s amendments. Anthony Serrano provided the second.   In  
discussion, Chair Robinson had a concern about the chain length fencing 
amendment changes and suggested that the committee think about creating a 
fencing grant to address the costs that residents might incur. Under pitch changes 
did the committee look at flat roof requirements. Per Mr. Ramirez, they are already 
in the overlay. Chair Robinson wanted to know if the West Tampa Chamber has 
looked at these proposed changes. Per Jeanette Fenton, representatives from the 
Chamber were invited and participated in the process. Their input was reflected 
in its entirety. A vote on the motion was then conducted. Motion passed 
unanimously. 



 

 
   

  

 

 

  
  

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

VII. Announcements and Public Comment 
Committee members expressed their commitment to the CRA and cannot wait 
to get back to in person meetings. Carlos Ramirez asked if there is anything 
the committee could do to purchase PPE for the schools to donate to West 
Tampa schools. Chair Robinson asked can funds be used on that kind of 
project. Per Ms. Fenton, that is not likely, but she will confirm. Chair Robinson 
also shared that David Jones with the CDC of Tampa reached out to him 
recently to see if he knows of any organization that could coordinate with them 
to get masks donated to West Tampa schools. Chair Robinson asked Ms. 
Fenton to check into it and coordinate if possible.   

Spencer Kass expressed his concerns about the numbers of unemployed 
people we are starting to see in the West Tampa area. He would like to see 
some change the committee could help with in someway to assist. There is 
still a hard time to get answers from the City Building Department, they have 
tightened up many of their rules recently. We are still waiting on the committee 
regarding funding for graffiti removal. With TECO the 2nd phase of  the  
undergrounding was not participated in by the CRA, it would be good for the 
CRA to act quicker with programs like that. Per Chair Robinson, he asked for 
confirmation about which committee that was placed under. Per Ms. Fenton 
she will have to reach out to Mr. O’Connor about the status of that and the 
funding. Mr. Chair asked Ms. Fenton to confirm from the City what the building 
Department is doing to expedite the building permitting process. Per Carole 
Post, she appreciates the comments and hopes to schedule some time for a 
member of her team to address the committee on some of the work they have 
done to improve the permitting process.   

Andre Hill asked for an update on the application for Special Projects. Per Ms. 
Fenton the application is still under development. It will be similar to the Special 
Events process and have a similar application. 

Michael Randolph shared information about upcoming efforts by the CDC and 
grants they are putting together to mobilize the community.   

Chair Robinson asked for an update of the Rome Avenue Project. Per Carole 
Post, they are reviewing the RFP and hope to have it ready by 
September/October. The committee will get an opportunity to see the final 
once it is completed.  

Ms. Bruce Revive Church of Tampa shared they are having a Fully Stuffed 
Backpack Event and offering dinner and haircuts this upcoming weekend.  

Adjournment:  Chair Robinson adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 



 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

West Tampa Community Redevelopment Area 
Community Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
August 25, 2020 

Virtual Call-In Meeting 

Attendees 

Committee members: Joe Robinson, Chair; Delphine Jones; Carlos Ramirez; 
Jeffrey Rhodes; Anthony Serrano, Walter Smith II; Bobby 
Wilson; Tina Young 

Excused: Dee Jackson; Benjamin Buckley; Ken Perry; Marvin Knight;  

Staff: Jesus Niño, West Tampa/Drew Park Manager, Shelisia 
Jackson, OSSIV, Randy Goers 

Guests: David Iloyna, Tampa Housing Authority 

I. Opening Comments & Introductions 

Chair Robinson convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Roll call was taken, and a 
quorum was not available until further into the meeting.  

II. Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Rhodes moved for approval of the minutes of the July 27, 2020 meeting; 
seconded by Ms. Young.  Motion passed unanimously.   

III. Tampa Police Update 
No update available currently. 

IV. Staff Report 
The new Drew Park/West Tampa CRA Manager, Jesus Niño brought 
introductions to the committee. He is looking forward to getting items detailed 
on the West Tampa Projects Wish List accomplished. He shared his past 
redevelopment experience and expressed his willingness to help facilitate and 
support the committee in their efforts.  
 CRA EDC Specialist Hiring – Per Mr. Niño, the offer has been made and a 

background is being conducted on the chosen candidate.  She is expected 
to start October 1st.   

 West Tampa Overlay –  
 School Consolidation Initiative Task Force – Working on scheduling a 

meeting with all the stakeholders to continue the discussion. If this project 
is found to have merit and moves forward, we will work to get a new site 



 
    

 
 

 
  

  

 

 
          

 
 

  
  

 
 

  

 

   

 
 

chosen and work closely with the community to meet its needs. We are 
waiting for the Hillsborough County representative to be appointed to the 
task force. 

A technical issue occurred. Mr. Niño’s connection lost for a while. Mr. 
Robinson continued the update and shared an update on the School 
Consolidation Plan - The development that is being done in the West River 
area is going to need to include a plan for the two schools (Just and Stewart) 
to be updated. They are currently suburban centered and need to be 
updated to be urban centric school(s), doing so will mean less land is 
required for its use. 20 acres is required for a suburban school property 
versus 4.5-5 acres for an urban school space. The conversation is going to 
be about what it will cost to consolidate them from two separate schools to 
one Pre-K to 8th grade school.   

V. Request to Address the Committee 
None 

VI.  General  Discussion  &  Questions  
a. Main Street Corridor Project - Mr. Niño called on Randy Goers, City of 

Tampa Planning & Development Department to provide the update.  Per  
Mr. Goers, he shared that he has met with the Infrastructure Sub-committee 
and met with the Economic Development Subcommittee chair to brief both 
groups about their plans. The USF School of Architecture has taken this 
topic on as a class project. They will be conducting a site visit in the next 
couple of weeks. It is a twelve-week class and they will be looking at Main 
Street as it relates to the area in its entirety. It is good that we will be able 
to take advantage of their expertise in conducting the study. We will also 
be scheduling some webinars and public meetings by late September to 
make sure we have public input.     

b. West Tampa CAC Subcommittee Reports 
 Economic Development – Walter Smith shared that he has been 

working with Jesus Niño about coordinating the next meeting date of the 
subcommittee. There is no report today.   

 Special Events/Special Projects – Tina Young delivered the 
subcommittee report.  We will not be coordinating the Unity Tampa 
event at the park this year due to the pandemic; we will be planning for 
next October.  We want to hire an event coordinator to plan the event.  
The CRA manager will let us know if this is an approved expenditure.  
If so, he will let us know the process for getting an RFP/bid started.  
We are planning to have the first newsletter ready for distribution at the 



 
 

   

 
 

   

 

 
   

  
  

   
   

 
  

  
 

    

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

    

    

 
  

end of September.  There was a delay with the company to produce 
the newsletter. Committee members were asked to submit their photo 
headshot and send it to Jesus Niño if they haven’t already done so.  

 Housing – Mr. Wilson reported that he does not have an update at this 
time.  The next Housing meeting is still to be scheduled.  

 Infrastructure – Mr. Ramirez delivered the subcommittee report. At the 
last meeting Alan Denham of TECO shared information about upcoming 
projects and undergrounding of utilities in the area. We told him we 
would like to talk about beautifying Main Street and will appreciate being 
updated.  Randy Goers met with us to talk about the Main Street Study.  
Mr. Ramirez also shared that there was discussion about delaying the 
verbiage change they requested be made in the overlay document about 
historic cigar factory buildings. If there is a building that was used as a 
cigar factory, the sub committee’s overlay suggestions are that there be 
restrictions like don’t paint over the brick, if a building has a brick façade, 
keep it a brick façade. If windows are updated in renovation, keep the 
same look and feel by keeping the same type of design etc. Legal has 
some problems with the verbiage. It was recommended we try to 
approach it a different way and hold off on adding that change to the 
overlay until we can look at the verbiage and what we are expecting 
later. We may want to think about creating program to incentivize the 
owners to want to make the kind of changes we would like to see. Carlos 
Ramirez made a motion to remove the current verbiage change to the 
West Tampa Overlay. A second was provided by Walter Smith. Per Mr. 
Smith, the goal should be to investigate creating a Barrio Latino type 
structure in West Tampa. Per Bobby Wilson, what we did approve was 
to work with Dennis Fernandez to do an inventory of all historic buildings 
in the West Tampa CRA area.   

c. Mr. Robinson shared that he sat in on the virtual meetings of the most recent 
City Council meetings and saw that the 2609 N. Rome Avenue property has 
been approved to be host location of the Metropolitan Ministries Holiday 
tent. Per Mr. Robinson, he is working on getting approval to utilize the tent 
as a West Tampa Community Tent after they complete program. This will 
give an opportunity for various organizations to coordinate MLK and Super 
Bowl activities.  

d. Mr. Robinson shared with the committee that the East Tampa CRA 
Community Advisory Committee has instituted a Tree Trimming Grant 
Program. There have been some delays and missteps that are currently 
being addressed. The CRA Board has requested that West Tampa CRA 



    

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

    
    

 

consider a similar program. He asked Mr. Niño, to add the item to  the  
agenda for discussion.  

VII. Announcements and Public Comment 
Michael Randolph with the West Tampa CDC announced that they are offering 
business classes on building economic wealth. He asked Jesus Niño, shared 
his work experience.  

Spencer Kass commented that at the last meeting they were promised that 
Carole Post, the head of Parks & Rec Department, Code Enforcement would 
be invited to attend in response to graffiti abatement, tree trimming and 
pressure washing.   Jobs in  the  neighborhood  needs to reconsider the plans 
for the waterfront property. There is potential for weekend market, technical 
incubator jobs etc.  Please consider what you all plan to use that property for.   

Mr. Robinson would like to invite TOBA to one our upcoming meetings to 
discuss their groups findings about a West Tampa Hub idea. The West Tampa 
Hub is a job center etc. He will share the information for the invite with Mr. 
Niño. 

Adjournment:  Chair Robinson adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 


