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BARRIO LATINO COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER -  Chair Rich Simmons called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and gave 

instructions to petitioners regarding procedures at the Public Hearing. 
 

SILENT ROLL CALL -   Ron Vila completed the roll call. 
Commissioners Present: Jose Gelats, Jose Perez, Eric Schiller, Rich Simmons, and Liz Welch 
Commissioners Arriving   
After Roll Call:    
Commissioners Absent: Levy Nguyen and John Thompson  
Staff Present:   Dennis Fernandez, Ron Vila, and Beverly Jewesak 
Legal Present:   Camaria Pettis-Mackle 
 
INTRODUCTIONS –  Chair Simmons introduced himself. Commissioners present introduced 

themselves. 
 
READING OF THE MINUTES OF JUNE 22, 2021 – Chair Simmons asked if there were any corrections or 
additions to the stated minutes.  Being that there were no comments, the minutes stand as read by 
unanimous consent. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Ron Vila, Historic Preservation Specialist 
1) Welcome Commissioners.  
2) Provided the June and July 2021 Administrative Approval reports for the record. 
 
EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS/ CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENTS – Camaria Pettis-Mackle 
Case BLC 21-0000031, Commissioners Simmons and Welch have been on the Ybor City Development 
Corporation board that has been involved with this case for the past five years. Legal Counsel asked if the 
Commissioners have any personal or private interest from the outcome of this project to which both 
responded, “No.” Legal Counsel asked Commissioners Simmons and Welch if they could be impartial in this 
case and both Commissioners affirmed that they could. No ex parte communications were presented. 

 
CONTINUATIONS – Ron Vila, Historic Preservation Specialist 
BLC 21-165 – 1708 E. 4th Avenue – Request by agent to continue to the September 28, 2021, Public 
Hearing at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

MEETING DATE: 
TIME: 
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Old City Hall, 315 E. Kennedy Blvd, 3rd Floor, Tampa, FL 33602 
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Motion:  Jose Gelats Second:  Jose Perez 
 
Move to grant a continuance for case BLC 21-0000165, for the property located at 1708 E. 4th Avenue to 
the September 28, 2021, Public Hearing at 9:00 a.m. 

 
The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0. 
 

SWEAR-IN – Beverly Jewesak swore in all owners, applicants, staff, interested parties, and witnesses in 
chambers at 315 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, FL 33602. 
 

ITEMS TO BE REVIEWED: 

BLC 21-31  OWNER:    City of Tampa 
 AGENT:        Courtney Orr  
 DISTRICT:  Ybor City  
 LOCATION:  1211 E. 7th Avenue 

 REQUEST:  Certificate of Appropriateness - Gateway Arch Lighting Replacement,  
(on 7th Avenue from Nuccio Parkway to                         
26th Street) 

 PURPOSE:  Commercial 
 

Public Comment: No one came forward. 
 

 Motion:  Jose Gelats    Second:  Liz Welch 

 

Move to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the drawings and documents presented at this Public 
Hearing in BLC 21-31 for the property located at 1211 E. 7th Avenue, with the following conditions to be 
approved by staff: 

• LED lights on archway be at the 12-inch spacing; 

• The center medallion to include the Y; 

• Finish on poles and archway be black in color; 

• Continue to have discussions on any impact of the cigar leaves that are a part of the City of Tampa 
Art inventory; 

because, based upon the finding of fact, the proposed project is consistent with the “Ybor City Design 
Guidelines” of the City of Tampa, for the following reasons:  proposed streetscape improvements are 
consistent with the place making aspect of the importance of 7th Avenue within the district. 
 

 The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0. 

 

Additional swear in was performed. 
 

BLC 21-145 OWNER: Magna Wealth Investment Corp. 
  AGENT: Joseph Gibbons  
  DISTRICT: Ybor City 
  LOCATION: 1313 E. 15th Avenue 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction:  Duplex     
Site Improvement 

  PURPOSE: Residential 
 

Public Comment: No one came forward. 
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Motion:  Eric Schiller   Second: Jose Gelats 

 
Move to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the drawings and documents presented at this Public 
Hearing in BLC 21-145 for the property located at 1313 E. 15th Avenue, with the following conditions to be 
approved by staff: 

• Finalize design of front columns; 

• Detailing of side stoop; 

• Present wall sections; 

• Present color palette; 
 

because, based upon the finding of fact, the proposed project is consistent with the “Ybor City Design 
Guidelines” of the City of Tampa, for the following reasons: it meets all the Ybor City Design Guidelines. 
 

The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0. 
  

BLC 21-131 OWNER: Lorenzo E. Toranzo  
  AGENT: Alvaro Rodriguez  
  DISTRICT: Ybor City 
  LOCATION: 2903 N. 12th Street 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction: Single Family Residence       
Site Improvements 

  PURPOSE: Residential 
 
Public Comment: No one came forward. 
 
 Motion:  Jose Gelats   Second:  Liz Welch 

 
Move to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the drawings and documents presented at this Public 
Hearing in BLC 21-131 for the property located at 2903 N. 12th Street, with the following conditions to be 
approved by staff: 

• Modify the design of the front porch, specifically raise the header detail by 8 inches as discussed at 
the Public Hearing; 

• Select a front and rear door that is more historically correct; 

• Remove existing chain link fence; 

• Score concrete in a 5x5 pattern; 

• Railing height; 
 

because, based upon the finding of fact, the proposed project is consistent with the “Ybor City Design 
Guidelines” of the City of Tampa, for the following reasons:  the site position, the scale and massing, the 
details and design elements proposed are consistent with the Design Guidelines referenced and follows 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 
 

The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0 
 
Chair called a recess. 
 
Additional swear in was performed. 
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BLC T21-03 OWNER: Seneca Ventures, LLC  
  AGENT: Stephanie Ferrell  
  DISTRICT: Ybor City 
  LOCATION: 1619 E. 8th Avenue 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - ad Valorem Tax Exemption, Part II 
  PURPOSE: Commercial 
 
Public Comment: No one came forward. 
  

Motion:  Liz Welch   Second:  Eric Schiller 

 

Move to approve the ad Valorem Tax Exemption Application, Part II for the plans presented at this Public 
Hearing in case number BLC T21-03 for the property located at 1619 E. 8th Avenue, for the rehabilitation 
of this property because, based on the facts in the record, the proposed project is consistent with the 
“Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.” 
 

The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0. 
 
BLC 21-161 OWNER: Austin Michael Coates  
  AGENT: Austin Michael Coats  
  DISTRICT: Ybor City 
  LOCATION: 1708 E. 15th Avenue 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction: Accessory Structure     
 Site Improvements 

  PURPOSE: Residential 
 
Public Comment: No one came forward. 
 
 Motion:  Jose Gelats   Second:  Liz Welch 

 
Move to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the drawings and documents presented at this Public 
Hearing in BLC 21-161 for the property located at 1708 E. 15th Avenue, with the following conditions to be 
approved by staff: 

• Match the existing house roof pitch; 

• Final garage door design; 

• Submit wall section; 

• Final selection of rear door; 
 
because, based upon the finding of fact, the proposed project is consistent with the “Ybor City Design 
Guidelines” of the City of Tampa, for the following reasons:  it has appropriate site placement, scale, and 
materials. 
 

 The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0. 
 
Additional swear in was performed. 
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BLC 21-164 OWNER: Ybor Patio LLC  
  AGENT: Gregory Wehling  
  DISTRICT: Ybor City 
  LOCATION: 1512 E. 8th Avenue 

REQUEST: Variance - Building height increase from 45'-0" to 60'-0" with 5'-0" for 
parapet roof  

Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction: 4-story Mixed Use    
Building, Site Improvements 

  PURPOSE: Commercial 
 
Public Comment: Danny Alberdi 
 

Motion: Eric Schiller  Second: Rich Simmons 
 

Motion to re-open the Public Hearing to ask staff a question. 
 

The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0. 
 
Motion: Liz Welch  Second:  Eric Schiller 

 
Move to grant a continuance in case BLC 21-164 for the property located at 1512 E. 8th Avenue to the 
September 28, 2021, Public Hearing at 9:00 a.m. 
 

The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0. 

 
BLC 21-165 OWNER: Charurut Somboonwit  
  AGENT: Frederick J. Hampton  
  DISTRICT: Ybor City 
  LOCATION: 1708 E. 4th Avenue 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction:  Single Family Residence   
Site Improvements 

  PURPOSE: Residential 
  Requested by Agent to continue to the September 28, 2021, Public Hearing at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None Submitted. 

 
ADJOURNMENT – Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
MINUTES APPROVED: _____________________________________  ___________________ 

   Chair        Dated 
 
K: BLC\Minutes\2021\08.24.21 


