
Questions and Answers from 
Tampa Town Hall 
Council District 4 

 

Q: Please help to address the ongoing drug use problem in Ballast Point Park. More 
Police foot patrols are needed. Recently graffiti issues, too. Thank you.  

A: Hello this is Eric DeFelice the Major of District 1.  Thank you for the comment.  We 
will make sure to have an increased presence in and around the park.  In addition, if 
issues are observed, please give us a call so we can address them immediately.  Thank 
you 

 

Q: Is the brick surface of Interbay Blvd near the riding school scheduled to be reset 
soon? It is very uneven.  

A: The City is currently preparing a Preliminary Engineering Report for Interbay Blvd. 
from West Shore Blvd. to Bayshore Blvd.  This report will analyze several safety and 
operational improvements to the corridor.  When that project is programmed, we will 
also complete any maintenance needs as well. 

 

Q: In New Jersey accidents at two-way stop intersections are increasing, after more 
and more four-way stop intersections were implemented. Motorists are confusing the 
two types of intersections and are pulling into traffic when they have to yield. Are we 
following accident statistics at both kinds of Stop intersections in Tampa yet?  

A: The City has access to a crash database that would record reported crashes at 
these intersections.   

 

 



Q: Can we get a recycling drop-off center for certain items like electronics or batteries in 
South Tampa please. For example, to drop-off batteries at one of the other City’s 
recycling centers one has to drive 30+ minutes from our area.  

A: Thanks for the question Sylvia. We will follow up with an answer after the meeting. 

 

Q: Please, please protect our tree canopy! Every time a new house goes up in my 
neighborhood all the large trees on the property are cut down and they are not replaced. 
It’s heartbreaking and really decreases the beauty, privacy, and values of our 
neighborhood.  Thank you Adicia, tree canopy protection is a priority and we continue to 
implement our code in relation to tree protection. Trees replacement occurs in number 
of different ways including on-site, on the adjacent right of way, and also tree mitigation 
payments. We do our absolute best to ensure that there is no net loss in canopy.  

A: Hi Adicia, thank you so much for joining us tonight. Preserving and increasing 
Tampa's tree canopy is part of our Resilient Tampa Roadmap. You can find more 
information in section 3.3.3. in our Resilient Tampa plan online at: 
https://www.tampa.gov/sites/default/files/document/2021/Resilient%20Tampa.pdf 

 

Q: I can only see my own questions. This was a problem with the 1st town hall that got 
fixed so everyone could see all the questions. Now it’s broken again.  

A: Hi Carroll Ann, you should be able to see the questions with their respective 
responses in the chat as they are answered...makes it easier to see the question and 
the response in one post. 

 

Q: Why is the city approving projects on Gandy that seem repetitive (ie another car 
wash; another bank; multiple personal storage facilities)? It doesn’t appear that there is 
any thought put into the approval process. Specifically, the appearance of Gandy 
between Himes and Bayshore Blvd. is losing its residential charm.  

A: Good Evening Kerstin, as mentioned we are updating our vision for growth, 
https://www.tampa.gov/city-planning/citywide-vision. Unfortunately, Zoning regulations 
do not regulate all aspects of development and private property owners still have an 
opportunity to develop several of the same use along a corridor, such as a bank or a 
grocery store. We encourage you to share your input in our upcoming City visioning. 
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Q: Why did the city do away with speed humps on residential streets, especially in light 
of how difficult it is to get a stop sign installed?  

A: The speed humps were discontinued due to concerns with emergency vehicles.  We 
do have a Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program that utilizes other means of traffic 
calming.  If you have a particular traffic calming request, you may contact us at the 
Customer Service Center at https://apps.tampagov.net/appl_customer_service_center/  

 

Q: What is the current state of our EMS response times and ability to get people into 
local hospitals (vs bypass) in light of the pandemic?  

A: Thank you Mrs. Cochran for your question.  The current state of response time has 
shown a minor increase due to the increase in volume of calls but has not affected our 
Standard of cover response guidelines.  If the unit is not available in your district, the 
next closest unit will respond. 

 

Q: What options do I have when a neighbor that has a hazardous tree that is in need of 
removal and refuses to remove.  A catastrophic failure of this tree would cause 
significant damage to our home. 

A: Hi Jason, thank you for your question concerning hazardous tree removal. Please 
visit our website for some resources on this matter, https://www.tampa.gov/planning-
and-development/homeowners.  You may also call our customer service center at 274-
3100.  

 

Q:  Is the Mayor's Infill Housing Programs code for section 8 housing?  

A: Hi Jason, thank you for joining us tonight. The Infill Housing program enables 
developers to construct homes at reasonable prices so that all individuals have an 
opportunity to realize their dreams of homeownership. We currently do not have any of 
these lots available in your area. 

 

Q: Will a recording of this presentation be made available?  

A: Hi Kelly! Thank for joining us tonight. Yes, the recording will be available tomorrow. 
We'll make a note to get it to you. 

https://apps.tampagov.net/appl_customer_service_center/


Q: My understanding is that, right now, the city has a single engineer in the 
transportation department who rotates to each district on a quarterly basis. This 
engineer is the one who does things like the studies for installing stop signs. Are there 
any plans for expanding this staffing so that neighborhood traffic concerns can be 
addressed more quickly? (We love the 4-way stop program, just want to be able to 
benefit from it more robustly)  

A: Thanks for the question John. Our Traffic Investigations Team handles these all way 
stop studies. We have six total technicians and one supervisor in this group, which also 
studies traffic calming, school safety and operational issues, speed studies, and other 
safety concerns. If you have specific areas or intersections of concern, please let us 
know and we can add them to our queue.  

 

Q: Is there a place to view the results of the survey [Community Values Survey]?  

A: Hi Dana, you can view the survey online at: https://www.tampa.gov/public-
affairs/annualsurveys 

 

Q: What calculation is used to determine "affordable" housing? 

A: Housing Affordability is based on area median income. It ranges from 30%, 50%, 
80%, 120% and 140%. As the area median income changes, so does "affordability" 
parameters. In addition, it examines how much people should be paying for their 
housing as a percentage of their income. Not such an easy answer for this type of 
forum, but we are working to look at our housing affordability from the multiple facets 
including housing, transportation, etc. 

 

Q: Is there an agenda for tonight’s meeting?  

A: Hi Linda, tonight's agenda consists of hearing from Mayor Castor and Councilman 
Carlson in addition to short presentations from Neighborhood and Community Affairs 
(Ocea), Infrastructure and Mobility (Jean), Development and Economic Opportunity 
(Abbye), Tampa PD (A/C Delgado) and Tampa FR (Chief Tripp). We will then turn 
things over to the Mayor and Councilman Carlson again for closing thoughts. 

 

https://www.tampa.gov/public-affairs/annualsurveys
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Q: Is there something Mayor Castor or Councilman Carlson can do to help residents 
unhappy about 30-foot 5G towers being permitted for installation on right of ways 
directly in front of residential property? 

A: Good Evening Linda, much of the 5G is governed by the State of Florida, leaving 
minimal jurisdiction to the local governments. We are continuing to engage in 
conversations with City Council and the City Attorney's Office on this matter to examine 
our opportunity to ensure overall compatibility of this infrastructure. 

 

Q: Hi, we love our parks system, and appreciate the recent efforts to connect green 
spaces with trails. We take all your surveys. Is it possible to consider altering or 
extended hours at our local pools? The Roy Jenkins pool is entering into their fall 
schedule which will limit access to noon-4:00 (anyone with kids under 5 are sleeping at 
this time) the manager was kind enough to explain that open swim was curtailed mainly 
because the lap swimmers pay an extra fee…there were 36 people there (and four 
other families they had already turned away)…and 4 people swimming laps. It’s like this 
literally every weekend, I took a photo I’ll send you. we would all be happy to pay an 
extra swim fee just like the lap swimmers to cover lifeguards so you can open before 
noon and would like you to consider offering this option since the functionality already 
exists. We’ve already done the hard part of capital funding to build the pool, please 
consider taking the extra step to make it accessible to people who rely on this public 
asset.  

A: Thank you for your interest in expanding the pool hours. We are looking into how to 
expand the pool hours; currently, we're challenged with finding lifeguards. This happens 
to be a nationwide trend. We'll continue to look into creative ways to serve the 
community's needs for using hte swimming pools safely. 

 

Q: When is the zoning board going to stop building multi-family housing along 
Westshore? Westshore must be widened from Euclid to Interbay before more housing is 
built.   

A: Good Evening William, The City is currently undertaking a cohesive planning 
strategy in the process of updating our long-range Comprehensive Plan. Our City will 
continue to grow, and it is our intent to direct our growth in a meaningful way. This 
includes examining our infrastructure and planning accordingly. You can access the 
Citywide Vision update at https://www.tampa.gov/city-planning/citywide-vision 

 

https://www.tampa.gov/city-planning/citywide-vision


Q: Given that south Tampa is built out? How does the parks team think about creating 
parks in areas with limited access to walkable parks - ie property acquisition to create 
infill opportunities?  

A: Thank you for your question. In working with Sustainability and Resiliency Officer, 
Whit Remer, we are looking into creative ways to establish parks in areas that have not 
traditionally been consider. As we continue the conversations, we will communicate 
plans for these particular areas. More to come.... 

 

Q: How do we find the 4 way stop sign up / recommendations  

A: Please contact the Mobility Department Customer Service at 813-274-3101.  They 
will be able to inquire about any specific intersections that are in the queue. 

 

Q: The surveys?  Where are they?  What did they say and how are questions phrased?  
Where are the results?  Who answered them?  Why is this format being used even 
though we asked repeatedly to allow "discussion".    

A: Hi Jean, the Community Values Survey the Mayor mentioned can be viewed online 
at: https://www.tampa.gov/public-affairs/annualsurveys 

 

Q: We specifically asked for a real town hall via video and want to hear people, know 
who participates and see them real time.    

A: Hi Jean, thank you for joining us! These town halls are part of a proactive initiative to 
start getting information into the hands of all residents. We have a great deal of 
engagement opportunities planned outside of the virtual environment that will enable us 
to connect better. 

 

Q: When will the community be able to the proposed changes to the Manhattan and 
Interbay intersection?  

A: The City has a project programmed for Fiscal Year 22 to improve this intersection.  
We will be scheduling a public meeting for Fall 2021.  Please contact the Project 
Manager, Ben Money, at Ben.Money@tampagov.net for more detail.   

 

https://www.tampa.gov/public-affairs/annualsurveys
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Q: Back in 2006 or 2007 there was a trolly service between the Howard/Old Hyde Park 
to downtown and back.  Is there any thought to bringing this back, at least during large 
downtown events, in order to reduce the number of cars on the road?  

A: These trolley services were operated by HART. At this time, we are not aware of any 
plans to bring this service back. 

 

Q: The City of St. Pete charges substantially less in their city parking garages and on 
street parking at night.  Any thought to reducing Tampa's charges?  

A: The City has recently completed a Parking Plan update.  Details for this update may 
be found here: https://www.tampa.gov/parking 

 

Q: Does the city have any solution of traffic backing up and stopping near schools as 
parents wait in line to pick up their kids (ex: Bayshore Blvd southbound about 3 pm)  

A: The City does work with the Hillsborough County School Board and individual 
schools through our Traffic Studies team.  However, the schools prepare their own pick 
up and drop off plans.  If you would like to talk about a particular school, please contact 
the Mobility Dept.'s Customer Service Team at 813-274-3101.  They will get you in 
touch with the right person.   

 

Q: Yes please send weekly crime report for Police District 1 to - 
walterbarbara@yahoo.com  

A: Hi Barbara, thank you for joining us tonight. You can send Neighborhood Affairs 
Liaison Tierra Thompson an email to get on the Weekly Recap list. Her email address is 
tierra.thompson@tampagov.net 

 

Q: Can we add a running track to a park? Like the ones they have at schools.  

A: As part of the Parks Master Plan survey, we will consider all input. Please complete 
the survey so we may gather your particular park interests. 
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