
 

 
 

FAMILY FUN GUIDE 
The City of Tampa’s Creative Arts Theatre’s mission is to encourage literacy 

throughout Hillsborough County through the magic of live performance. 
 

TALK ABOUT IT 

Stone Soup, a new play by Creative Arts Theatre, may bring up questions for your children. 

Ask them what they learned, and if they have any questions about the play. 

 

 

Questions to start a discussion: 

 Who are the people in the story? How are they like you? How are they different from you? 

 What is the town of Cadence like at the beginning of the play?  

 How do the people of Cadence react to Melody at the beginning of the play? 

 Why does Melody make the Stone Soup? 

 Can you remember what ingredients each character brought? Name a few! 

 Why does Mayor Tempo want Melody to leave Cadence? 

 Who is the first character to welcome Melody to Cadence? Who is the second? The third? 

The fourth? Why do you think each character welcomes her? 

 What is a superstition? What are some superstitions that you know? 

 Why do you think Mayor Tempo changes his mind and lets Melody stay in Cadence? 

 How do you think the soup tasted?  

 How does the town change by the end of the play?  

 What was your favorite part of the play? 

 Who was your favorite character? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Use this Family Fun Guide to enrich your 
family’s experience of the play!  



FUN ACTIVITIES 

ACT IT OUT   

Here is your chance to be a star! 

 

 Remember and Reenact: Did you have a favorite scene in the play? Work 

together as a family to act it out! How did you act it the same as the actors 

in the play? How was it different? 

  

 Add an Ingredient: What kind of ingredient would you add to Melody’s Stone Soup? Would you 

make up a song and a dance to add it in? Use your imagination to add as many new or silly 

ingredients. Work together to act it out! 

SCIENCE and COOKING 
Experiment with ingredients to make your own Stone Soup!  

 

 Melody’s Stone Soup Recipe: First she needs a big soup pot, 

and a medium sized stone! Then the rest of the ingredients 

come from the people around her in Cadence! Have each 

person in your family bring one of the ingredients for a soup, 

then work together to cook and stir the soup. Some ingredients 

to suggest are: broth, potatoes, onions, garlic, rice or noodles, 

corn , tomatoes, carrots, peas, celery, beans, your favorite 

spices and herbs… and whatever makes your tummy grumble! 

Don’t forget the stone! (And don’t forget to wash it before 

putting it into the soup!)  

 

 Taste Test with Stones: Do you think adding a stone to a soup makes a difference in taste? 

Make two soups that are exactly the same, except that one of them has a stone and the other 

doesn’t. Measure your ingredients so that you can be sure that each soup has the same amount 

of each. Cook them both for the same amount of time. When the soups are done cooking, have 

a taste test! What do you discover? Does one taste better than the other? Does adding a stone 

really make a difference in taste?  

ART 
Anyone can make art!  

 Make your own Stone Soup: Draw a big soup pot and fill it with drawings of 

ingredients, real or imagined! 
 

 Draw Your Favorite Part of the Play: Was there a part in the play you liked the best? How 

about a favorite character? Make a picture of it, using crayons, pencils, markers, or paint! 



FUN ACTIVITIES 

HIDDEN MUSICAL SYMBOLS 
Can you help Dot and Mayor Tempo find all the musical symbols hidden in the town of 

Cadence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      

Vibrato: trill the note. 

      Segno: come back to this part. 

      Fortissimo: play this very loud.  

      Sharp: this note is sharp. 

      Double Sharp: this is twice as sharp. 

      Fermata: hold the note. 

      Cut Time: measures in 2/4 time. 

      Repeat: repeat this line. 

      Natural: notes aren’t flat or sharp. 

      Whole Note: this note lasts 4 beats. 

      Turn: take this note and hold it longer.  

(Answers can be found on the next page.) 



            SAFETY FIRST 
“Stranger Danger” and Finding a Grown-Up You Know. 
In the play Stone Soup, Dot talks to a stranger without waiting for a grown up she knows. In real life, 

this is a bad choice. Explore the obvious lessons learned here, like never giving your address to a 

stranger, and take the discussion further with these questions and suggested activity. 

 What is a stranger? 

 Should you say hello to a stranger? 

 Why should you find a grown-up that you know before talking to a stranger? 

Use pretend and role play to discuss how to act when a stranger approaches them. Take on the role 

of a stranger and interact with your children to practice what they should do in that situation. It is 

important for children to know they can say, “No,” or “I am not allowed to talk to strangers,” to any 

grown-up that is a stranger. 

            IN YOUR COMMUNITY 
There are a lot of activities to do around Tampa Bay together as a family! 

 

 Our Own Cultural Melting Pot: Here in Tampa Bay, there are many different cultures that 

coexist side by side. Create new memories with your family by visiting a museum, a cultural or 

religious center, local restaurant, or a parade that you would not normally go to. Be respectful 

and talk to the people there, learn more about how they live and why they do the things they do! 

This is a great way to learn more about the diverse histories and ways of life around us. 

 New Friends, New Places: The City of Tampa’s parks are a great way to spend a day with new 

friends. The City of Tampa manages over 3,540 acres of parkland, 185 parks, 71 playgrounds, 

26 recreation centers, nine dog parks, three skate parks, Majorie Park Marina, and over 300 

miles of trails. If you live outside of Tampa, check out a park near you! 

 Visit Your Local Library: Find out about FREE activities and events by visiting the Hillsborough 

County Public Library website http://www.hcplc.org/ with an adult! Libraries are great places to 

explore new ideas and learn about new stories from all over the world! 

 

Come See Another Creative Arts Theatre Play! 

Check our website for upcoming schedules! 

https://www.tampagov.net/theatre 

 
    

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU 
Send Fan Mail or Fan Art To: 
Creative Arts Theatre Company 

3402 W. Columbus Drive 
Tampa, FL 33607 

(Hidden Musical Symbol Answers) 


