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Layer Description:
Airports are vital pieces of infrastructure that play key roles in the preparation
and recovery of an area affected by flooding. Without airports, the logistics
and distribution of aid becomes nearly impossible. In Hillsborough County, the
majority of larger, more capable airfields are within the risk area for flooding
events related to tropical storms and hurricanes. These facilities are also large
revenue generators for the Tampa Bay and Hillsborough County area. There
are two major airports, seven minor airports, and thirteen helipads in the
county.

Data Source:
Data were retreived from the U.S. Department of Transportation, Bureau of
Transportation Statistics, National Transportation Atlas Database and
AirNav.com.
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All of these locations are also 
affected by tidal flats.
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BACKGROUND
THE HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY COMMUNITY VULNERABILITY STUDY (2020)

THE COST OF DOING NOTHING: ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF SEA LEVEL RISE IN THE 
TAMPA BAY REGION (2017) 

SEA LEVEL RISE VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT FOR THE CITY OF TAMPA (2017)

TAMPA BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM BLUE CARBON REPORT (2016) 

HILLSBOROUGH MPO TRANSPORTATION VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT PILOT 
PROJECT (2014) 

SEA LEVEL RISE IN THE TAMPA BAY REGION (2006)
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BACKGROUND

2045 1.26’, 2.165’

2045 Intermediate: +1.26’
2045 High/2060 Intermediate: +1.87’
2060 High/2100 Intermediate: +3.90’
2100 High: +8.50’



SEA LEVEL RISE SCENARIOS IN TAMPA 
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For study purposes only. 
Building elevations are 
not verified.
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For study purposes only. 
Building elevations are 
not verified.
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OTHER BUILT EVIRONMENT IMPACTS 
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SEA LEVEL RISE IN TAMPA
INCREASED GROUNDWATER LEVELS

NEEDS PUMPING OR RAISING
POTENTIAL UNDERMINING OF ROAD BASE

ENCROACHMENT INTO SEPTIC SYSTEMS

POSSIBLE IMPACT ON ARCHITECTURAL 
STRUCTURES AND MATERIALS

INEFFECTIVE OUTFALL ELEVATIONS, 
SALTWATER INTRUSION INTO STORMWATER PIPES

DECREASED UNDERGROUND WATER STORAGE CAPACITY

INCREASED EROSION AT THE COAST

INCREASED SALT LEVELS IN SOIL AFFECTS PLANTS

CORROSION OR OTHER IMPACT ON UTILTIES



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS IN TAMPA BAY 
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ENVIRONMENTAL
FROM THE TAMPA BAY BLUE CARBON 
ASSESSMENT (2016) 
	
Structure will limit habitat migration 

Coastal wetland, tidal flats, salt marsh and salt barrens 
are expected to experience the greatest loss

Mangrove habitat acreage is expected to increase, 
or could possibly be eliminated with other coastal 
wetlands

Seagrasses are extremely important to the overall 
ecology of Tampa Bay and understanding their 
response to sea-level rise is critical to developing 
future habitat management strategies

Tampa Bay Blue Carbon Assessment. D140671
Figure 15 

Modeled Tampa Bay Habitat Changes 
Under Two Different Accretion Rates

2007 Modeled

Source: ESRI, ESA, SFWFMD, Florida Emergency Management District
Note: Model runs displayed here use intermediate low rates of sea-level rise

2100 Low Accretion 2100 High Accretion
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ENVIRONMENTAL
FROM THE TAMPA BAY SEA LEVEL RISE AND HABITAT PROJECTIONS VIEWER
(TAMPA BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM)



SOCIAL IMPACTS 
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SOCIAL 
3 EXAMPLES OF 
CLIMATE GENTRIFICATION
FROM RISING SEAS 
http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2019/
climate-newest-gentrifying-force-effects-
already-re-shaping-cities/
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