
CENTRAL AVENUE & 
THE SCRUB
Following the Civil War, a large portion of Tampa’s formerly 
enslaved Black population formed a new neighborhood just 
to the northeast of the city in an area of scrub palmetto. 
The community took on the name The Scrub, and by 1900 
a business community began to take root along Central 
Avenue, which ran along its western border. Once the core 
of Tampa’s Black community, the business district is now 
home to Perry Harvey, Sr. Park and The Scrub is the site of 
the ENCORE! development.

43

30

44

Perry Harvey, Sr. Park 
1000 E Harrison St. 
Artist: Michael Parker
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CENTRAL AVENUE & THE SCRUB WALKING PATHS
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An Unbroken Thread (Stained Glass) 
1505 N Nebraska Ave. 
Artist: Nancy Gutkin O’Neil
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