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CHARTER REVIEW ADVISORY COMMISSION 

CITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA 

Old City Hall 

315 E Kennedy Blvd. 

Tampa, Florida 33602 

 

AMENDED MINUTES FOR MEETING ON: July 28, 2026, AT 6:02 P.M. 

 

The Charter Review Advisory Commission (CRC) of the City of Tampa, Florida convened in a regular 

meeting in the Sister Cities Room at Old City Hall, 315 E. Kennedy Boulevard, First Floor, at 6:02 p.m. 

on the 28th day of July 2026.  The Zoom meeting was live streamed and recorded, and available on 

YouTube and minutes were prepared by Dharsh Saravana, City Council/City Clerk Support Specialist, 

Office of the City Clerk. 

 

Members present upon roll call: Stephen Benson, Garrett Greco, Bobby Creighton, Ashley Morrow, 

Rebecca Kert, Alan Cohn, Kathleen Shanahan (virtual), Bill Schifino, Ron Christaldi (virtual), Alison 

Hewitt (late arrival), and Sue Carlton. 

 

City Staff in attendance were Gavin Barrera, T&I Support Technician, Marley Wilkes, Director of 

Strategic Initiatives, Office of the Mayor, and Dharsh Saravana, City Council/City Clerk Support 

Specialist. 
 

Others in attendance were CRC Facilitator Robert Hendrickson and CRC Attorney Kenneth Tinkler of 

Carlton Fields.   
 

Public Comments 

 

The following individual submitted a written public comment to the Charter Review Commission. 

 

Brittney Llewellyn submitted written comment encouraging the CRC members to establish through 

charter an Inspector General that is independent, effective, and accountable, which is attached to the 

minutes. 

 

Approval of 7/14/26 Meeting Minutes 

 

Chair Ashley Morrow asked for motion to approve minutes. Bobby Creighton identified that Garett Greco 

(not Bobby Creighton) voted no to the motion initiated by Ron Cristaldi to include language requiring a 

Zoning Hearing Officer in the Charter. 

 

MOTION (Schifino/ Creighton) to adopt the July 14, 2026, CRC Minutes as amended. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 

Review Potential Amendments to the Tampa City Charter 
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The CRC attorney shared a memo from the City Attorney’s office stating that Ordinance 2018-129, 

enacted on August 23, 2018, proposed several amendments to the Charter for consideration by 

voters at the March 5, 2019, election. Sections 6.02, 6.05, 6.06, 7.05, and 10.07 had revisions 

approved by the 2018 CRC and Tampa City Council that were not included on the ballot form due to 

a drafting error but were incorporated into the Charter.  

 

Motion (Kert/ Creighton) to accept the changes proposed and approved by the previous CRC and 

Tampa City Council in 2018 but not included in the ballot on the March 5, 2019, election for City 

Council to reconsider and place on the ballot for voter approval. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Discussion 

 

CRC Attorney with respect to enforcing project accountability reported not finding any language in Florida 
municipal charters but presented sample language modeled from a City of Jacksonville ordinance. The CRC 
proposed language amendments clarifying reporting only materials delays and delays in current projects. 

 
Motion (Morrow/ Kert) to accept the project accountability charter language presented by the CRC 
Attorney as amended with the annual reporting date for project delays to be set by City Council. Motion 
carried 8-1 with Christaldi voting no.  
 
The CRC Attorney presented sample charter language to establish an Inspector General position. The CRC 
members discussed in detail how an Inspector General could complement existing city processes, the 
mechanisms to safeguard its operational independence, the staffing and workload required for the 
position, and methods to ensure performance accountability. The CRC members proposed charter 
language amendments to emphasize commitment to transparency, change the reporting frequency from 
6 to 12 months, and include designees from the George Edgecomb Bar Association and the Public 
Defender’s office in the selection and retention committee.  
 
The CRC will revisit discussions on whether the Inspector General should have subpoena power, and which 
authorities/ duties should be described in the charter versus an ordinance. For each discussion item, the 
Facilitator utilized a whiteboard to take notes covering recommended changes and action items for follow-
up, which are attached to the minutes as Exhibits A, B and C. 
 

New Business 

 

There was no new business. 

 

Adjournment 

 
Motion to adjourn (Morrow/Creighton): There being no further business to come before the Charter 
Review Commission at this time, upon no objection, CRC Chair Ashely Morrow adjourned said meeting at 
8:58 p.m., on this the 28th day of July 2026. 
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          Minutes Approved by CRC on  

          Chairperson Ashley Morrow  
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 
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City Attorney Memo (Page 1) 

 

 

City Attorney Memo (Page 2) 
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City Attorney Memo (Page 3) 



9 
 

 

 

City Attorney Memo (Page 3) 
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Written Public Comment 
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