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It was another grand year for the Tampa Riverwalk which says a great deal when 2010 

followed a year of grand opening events including the spectacular Tampa Bay History 

Center, the Columbia Café, South Plaza and the Riverwall, the Sail Pavilion, Hero’s 

Plaza, and the cenotaph Ceremonial Space. 

Yes, 2010 was again remarkable in terms of grand openings for the Riverwalk. In early 

January, Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park opened with a community-wide, day-long 

festival celebrating the reopening of this family destination Mayor Iorio dubbed 

‘Tampa’s living room.’ With the opening of the park came the opening of an additional 

845 feet of Riverwalk connecting Kiley Garden to the David A. Straz, Jr. Center for the 

Performing Arts. This stretch of the Riverwalk overlooks the iconic minarets of Plant 

Hall at the University of Tampa (UT) and the bustling boat houses of the UT and Tampa 

Preparatory crew teams. It’s also the site of Riverwalk’s Wall of Honor. Amenities at 

Curtis Hixon include a mist fountain, a state-of-the-art playground and a very popular 

dog park. 

Grand Opening of Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park 

Only a few weeks after the grand opening of Curtis Hixon came the long awaited grand 

opening of the Tampa Museum of Art. The museum has become a one-of-a-kind 

attraction with its back-lit façade, Sky, designed by internationally acclaimed artist Leo 

Villareal. The nightly light show attracts residents and visitors alike to the Riverwalk 

where they can enjoy the urban waterfront. The museum’s rotating exhibitions, Sono 

Café that offers alfresco dining, and the Museum Gift Shop are all welcomed additions 

to the Riverwalk. 

In September, Tampa residents gathered again at Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park for the 

grand opening of the Glazer Children’s Museum. The museum is a whimsical toy box-

looking building that houses over 100 hands-on activities making fun the order of the 

day. 
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Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park is being programmed with fun, family-friendly activities. 

On any given day, you may find Tampa Downtown Partnership’s REALM Task Force 

providing balls, games and toys of all sorts to keep museum guests in the park and on 

the Riverwalk for a longer stay. 

The reopening of Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park and its Riverwalk segment, brought 

back the Gasparilla Festival of the Arts to the urban waterfront in March. Other events 

including the Friday Extra Concert Series in April and the spring’s annual Florida 

Orchestra pops concert were held at Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park. Tampa Museum of 

Art’s Thursday night Rock the Park event cranked-up, Friends of the Riverwalk 

introduced The Proposing Bench, Friends of Recreation brought in an ice skating rink 

from Thanksgiving through the first of the year, and SantaFest returned bringing record 

crowds. 

The year saw Tall Ships sail into the Tampa Convention Center from international ports 

of call. The importance of the connectivity of the Riverwalk was highlighted as record 

crowds used the Walk from the Convention Center to Channelside to enjoy all three of 

our seafaring visitors. 

The Columbian Tall Ship Gloria 

Riverwalk hosted weddings, foodie bike tours, the turning of the channel to a festive 

Irish green, Dragon Boats races, spectators for two lighted boat parades, and a myriad of 

public and private firework spectaculars. Fund raising walks were staged, memorials 

were created and over 300 people purchased personalized Riverwalk pavers recognizing 

special people and events. A Facebook page was created, Riverwalk tweets were issued, 

and readership of Currents e-letter reached an all-time high. 

While the community celebrated and participated in over 100 events along the 

Riverwalk during the year, Riverwalk design, development and construction quietly 

continued behind the scenes. 

The crosswalk from Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park to the Straz Center was dramatically 

improved to provide a more defined and safer street crossing. The shaded pathway from 
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Cass Street to the rear of the Straz Center was redesigned to provide a flowing walkway 

with improved lighting and ADA access. 

To the north, the developer of Tampa Heights poured the first 400 feet of Riverwalk 

winding through the majestic Grandfather Oaks in Water Works Park. Benches and 

receptacles were also added and this segment will be accessible when the park is 

reopened in the future. 

One of the partnerships propelling Riverwalk’s progress in 2010 was an agreement 

forged with BB&T (owner of the former Trump Tower property), granting the city a 23’ x 

345’ easement to build the Riverwalk on that property. The shift from an over-water 

walkway to an on-land walk saved approximately $1 million in construction costs. Since 

the Brorein Street underpass was already designed and funded, it was combined with 

this BB&T section and put out for bid. The bid came in below the City’s estimate 

providing some funding for the next segment. Groundbreaking for this connection is 

scheduled for March 29, 2011. 

Brorein Street Underpass Rendering 

The completion of these two segments leaves a 200-foot gap on the waterside of the 

CapTrust Building. The design and permitting for the CapTrust segment will be 

complete in February 2011. The savings on the Brorein/BB&T contract, plus another 

$150,000 from the BB&T agreement, will provide the majority of the funding needed for 

the CapTrust link to MacDill Park. If the remaining funds can be obtained, this link 

may go out for bid in the Spring of 2011. 

With the completion of the segments above, there remains but one link to connect 

MacDill Park with Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park. This final link is a dramatic, 1460-foot 

over-the-water walkway with the working title, Kennedy Boulevard Plaza. This link is 

completely designed and permitted, or “shovel ready.” Although $1.4 million has been 

obtained toward construction of this project, another $8 million is needed to take the 

project to bid. Once Kennedy Boulevard Plaza is complete, there will be 1.6 miles of 

continuous Riverwalk from South Plaza to the north side of the Straz Center. 
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At the turn of the year, designs for a dock on the west side of the Beneficial Bridge at the 

Tampa Bay History Center were near completion. When constructed, the dock will 

provide eight to 10 tie-ups for boating visitors to the Riverwalk parks, Tampa Bay 

History Center, St. Pete Times Forum and Channelside Bay Plaza. 

Proposed Dock Near Tampa Bay History Center 

Installation of way-finding signs in the fall enhanced the Riverwalk experience. 

Directional and energy efficient solar map signs were added to MacDill Park, Curtis 

Hixon, Cass Street Crosswalk and the Straz Center. Additionally, bright blue and green 

signs marking the temporary routes around the unfinished segments of the Riverwalk, 

and those identifying the waterfront parks from the water’s perspective were also 

designed and will be installed in 2011. 

Much of the work to develop the Riverwalk’s first five interpretive/educational displays 

happened in 2010. The displays, graphic and contemporary in design, were installed in 

January 2011. They now provide educational information on the historic TECO Line 

Streetcar, Gasparilla’s Pirate Invasion, Crew Art, the H.B. Plant Hotel, the Hillsborough 

River and the Tampa Bay Estuary. More interpretive displays will follow in 2011. 

Interpretive Sign on Riverwalk at Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park 

Another key educational milestone accomplished in 2010 was the design and fabrication 

of the first Riverwalk Portal installed in Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park. The Portal is an 

electronic pathway through the arts. It displays high-quality art images via three LED 

screens, with an associated educational message in the areas of environment, health and 

fitness, and art and history. The first Portal made its debut on the Riverwalk as part of 

Lights on Tampa 2011 in February. 
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Debut of Riverwalk Portal 

Improvements in lighting and drainage enhanced the Riverwalk contiguous to the 

Tampa Convention Center providing a safe and important link to the hundreds of 

walkers, joggers and baby-buggy pushers who enjoy the Riverwalk from Bayshore 

Boulevard. 

Tampa Bay & Company began welcoming conventions and their delegates to the city in a 

rather unique way. Stones along the Riverwalk at the Convention Center’s Sail Pavilion 

are now engraved welcoming large groups to Tampa. 

The Riverwalk forged another significant partnership with the Florida Nursery Growers 

and Landscape Architects (FNGLA). The association will install plants along the 

Riverwalk and signs to educate visitors on the value of using native plants while 

teaching environmentally-safe planting and fertilizing practices. 

Nearing the completion of all the Phase I design work, the Riverwalk office sought every 

opportunity to fund this pay-as-you-go project by submitting numerous grants to 

construct the remaining segments. Success came in the form of $125,000 from the 

Federal Highways Administration, which subsidized the construction of the Brorein 

Street Underpass. Mayor Iorio led three walking/boat tours of the Riverwalk for 

Tampa’s business leaders and Friends of the Riverwalk created a design for a 

presentation room to further educate prospective donors to the project, which also 

awaits funding. 

Overall, connections and improvements made to the Riverwalk increased foot and bike 

traffic significantly, integrating the waterfront pathway into the ebb and flow of 

downtown’s pedestrian traffic. 

Evidence of this Riverwalk’s maturation was the inclusion in Tampa’s successful bid for 

the 2012 Republican National Convention (RNC). The RNC selection committee 

members were impressed with Tampa’s open and accessible waterfront and saw it as a 

key element to their event. 
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Grand a year as it was, 2011 is setting itself-up to be equally as impressive. In February, 

Lights on Tampa centralized its artistic works in one place for the first time. Curtis 

Hixon Waterfront Park and the Riverwalk hosted the city’s first Portal, the opening 

night performance of a live light show, and four artistic light displays. In the summer 

the Riverwalk at the convention center will be center stage as Tampa hosts the 

International Dragon Boat Federation World Dragon Boat Racing Championships. 

With the fall season comes a new international festival and additional musical 

programming. 

Dragon Boat Races Along Riverwalk 

The City of Tampa and Friends of the Riverwalk will continue to support the Riverwalk 

project in the coming year by rolling-out a membership program with the 

groundbreaking of the Brorein Street underpass; by pursuing construction funding; and, 

by developing unique opportunities to activate this grand, distinctive space. Working 

with Tampa Bay’s corporate community, private citizens and government leaders, the 

completion of the community’s vision is at hand. 

Philanthropic support from individual and corporate donors will continue to play an 

essential role in ensuring the Riverwalk meets the community’s needs. You can make a 

difference – support the Tampa Riverwalk with your financial gift, by volunteering and 

advocating for the Riverwalk. For more information, call 813.731.4508 or go to 

www.thetampariverwalk.com 
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