
    

  
    

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

     

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

    

 

  

 

 

   

   

 

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

Risk C tegory Design tions 1604.5 

1604.5 Risk category. 

Each b ilding and str ct re shall be assigned a risk c tegory in accordance with Table 1604.5. Where a 

referenced standard specifies an occ pancy category, the risk c tegory shall not be taken as lower than the 

occ pancy category specified therein. 

TABLE 1604.5 RISK CATEGORY OF BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES 

RISK 

CATEGORY 
NATURE OF OCCUPANCY 

I 

B ildings and other str ct res that represent a low hazard to h man life in the event of 

fail re, incl ding b t not limited to: 

• Agric lt ral facilities. 

• Certain temporary facilities. 

• Minor storage facilities. 

II B ildings and other str ct res except those listed in Risk Categories I, III and IV 

III 

B ildings and other str ct res that represent a s bstantial hazard to h man life in the 

event of fail re, incl ding b t not limited to: 

• B ildings and other str ct res whose primary occ pancy is p blic assembly with an 

occ pant load greater than 300. 

• B ildings and other str ct res containing elementary school, secondary school or day 

care facilities with an occ pa load greater than 250. 

• B ildings and other str ct res containing ad lt ed cation facilities, s ch as colleges 

and  niversities, with an occ pant load greater than 500. 

• Gro p I-2 occ pancies with an occ pant load of 50 or more resident care recipients 

b t not having s rgery or emergency treatment facilities. 

• Gro p I-3 occ pancies. 

• Any other occ pancy with an occ pant load greater than 5,000
a 
. 

• Power-generating stations, water treatment facilities for potable water, waste water 

treatment facilities and other p blic  tility facilities not incl ded in Risk Category IV. 

• B ildings and other str ct res not incl ded in Risk Category IV containing q antities 

of toxic or explosive materials that: 

Exceed maxim m allowable q antities per control area as given in Table 307.1(1) or 

307.1(2) or per o tdoor control area in accordance with the Intern tion l Fire Code; 

and 

Are s fficient to pose a threat to the p blic if released
b 
. 

IV 

B ildings and other str ct res designated as essential facilities, incl ding b t not limited 

to: 

• Gro p I-2 occ pancies having s rgery or emergency treatment facilities. 

• Fire, resc e, amb lance and police stations and emergency vehicle garages. 

• Designated earthq ake, h rricane or other emergency shelters. 

• Designated emergency preparedness, comm nications and operations centers and 

other facilities req ired for emergency response. 

• Power-generating stations and other p blic  tility facilities req ired as emergency 

back p facilities for Risk Category IV str ct res. 

• B ildings and other str ct res containing q antities of highly toxic materials that: 

Exceed maxim m allowable q antities per control area as given in Table 

307.1(2) or per o tdoor control area in accordance with the Intern tion l Fire Code; 



  

            

             

           

             

   

 

                 

               

                 

                     

                  

                      

 

and 

Are s fficient to pose a threat to the p blic if released
b 
. 

• Aviation control towers, air traffic control centers and emergency aircraft hangars. 

• B ildings and other str ct res having critical national defense f nctions. 

• Water storage facilities and p mp str ct res req ired to maintain water press re for 

fire s ppression. 

a. For p rposes of occ pant load calc lation, occ pancies req ired by Table 1004.1.2 to  se gross floor area 

calc lations shall be permitted to  se net floor areas to determine the total occ pant load. 

b. Where approved by the b ilding official, the classification of b ildings and other str ct res as Risk Category 

III or IV based on their q antities of toxic, highly toxic or explosive materials is permitted to be red ced to Risk 

Category II, provided it can be demonstrated by a hazard assessment in accordance with Section 1.5.3 of ASCE 

7 that a release of the toxic, highly toxic or explosive materials is not s fficient to pose a threat to the p blic. 




