
 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Tampa takes pride in recognizing those individuals whose commitment and dedication 
have made a lasting impact on our community and nation, and one of these individuals was Homer Caddell “Cal” 
Henderson, Jr., a beloved Public Servant and retired Hillsborough County Sheriff who passed away on Friday, July 16, 
2021, at the age of 77; and  
 

 WHEREAS, Sheriff Henderson was born on October 26, 1943, and he began his lifelong dedication to public 
service by serving his beloved country honorably in the United States Army; and 
 

WHEREAS, his commitment to serving and protecting the community was very evident from the time Sheriff Cal 
Henderson began his illustrious career in 1965 with the Tampa Police Department, and thereafter in 1967, he joined the 
United States Border Patrol and then with the Central Intelligence Agency serving in South Vietnam; and  
 

WHEREAS, in 1969, Sheriff Henderson began his tenure with the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) 
as a Patrol Deputy, and his dedication to public safety and the well-being of the Tampa community led to advancements 
including as an Undercover Narcotics Deputy, as a Major serving in that position in each of the agency’s operational 
divisions, and in 1985, he was named Colonel of the Enforcement Operations Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, elected Hillsborough County Sheriff in 1992, Sheriff Henderson was reelected three times, serving a 
total of twelve consecutive years, and he left an outstanding legacy of professionalism, fairness, and selflessness with a firm 
commitment to his fellow officer and to the community he served; and   

 

WHEREAS, Sheriff Henderson was very proud to serve in law enforcement, and he was known for his 
compassion, commitment to elevating others and the entire community by serving with several charities including the 
Special Olympics, and he attended the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) National Academy and was a long-time 
member of the Florida Chapter of the FBI National Academy Associates; and 

 

WHEREAS, well known as a gentleman and for his strong ethics, sense of humor, friendliness, and his caring and 
kind nature, Sheriff Henderson will forever be remembered for his deep love of his family, friends, and members of law 
enforcement, for his integrity, strength, and his firm commitment to excellence. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jane Castor, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of the city of Tampa, 
Florida, do hereby urge all citizens to join me in publicly expressing sorrow and heartfelt appreciation to the Homer 
Caddell Henderson, Jr. Family, his wife Jeanne, daughter Sheri, grandchildren David and Vanessa, sisters Jackie and Troy, 
and other family members, and to express our hopes that they will take solace in their many cherished memories and the 
impact of his life on our community and nation. 
 

 Dated in Tampa, Florida, this 28th day of July, 2021. 

 

_______________________________ 
Mayor 


