
 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the United States of America’s founding was largely due to Italian explorers including Christopher 
Columbus who hailed from Genoa, navigator Giovann Caboto (John Cabot) born in Gaeta, and “America” is derived 
from merchant and explorer Amerigo Vespucci from Florence; and 

 

WHEREAS, the city of Tampa, Florida has a rich history and cultural diversity that is unique to our 
community, and much of it can be attributed to the pioneers and immigrants who developed the city and shaped its 
distinctive character; and 

 

WHEREAS, Italians began settling in Tampa nearly 150 years ago, and they have contributed to our 
community’s growth and success through their vast contributions including establishing businesses and trades, 
international commerce, and excelling in the fields of science, technology, politics, the arts, philanthropy, delicious 
cuisine, and in many other areas that has made our city unique and prosperous; and 

 

WHEREAS, a great percentage of Tampa’s Italian American community can trace its roots to towns in the 
Province of Agrigento, Sicily, and in 1991, to foster mutual goals of friendship and understanding, the City of Tampa 
entered into a Sister Cities Agreement with the city of Agrigento where the beautiful city serves as the capital of the 
province and recently has been proudly declared the 2025 Italian Capital of Culture; and 

 

WHEREAS, many dedicated organizations, including UNICO (Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity 
and Opportunity) of Greater Tampa Bay, La Nuova Sicilia Unita Lodge #1251, the Italian Club of Tampa and their 
members are committed to the Italian American community and give of their time, energy, talents, and resources in 
support of many initiatives including scholarships, cancer research, first responder and wounded warriors’ programs, 
and more; and 

 

WHEREAS, the month of October was established as National Italian American Month in 1989, and it 
provides the opportunity for all Americans to celebrate the vast contributions Italians have made to city, state and 
nation including their rich culture and heritage that has positively influenced our way of life.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jane Castor, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of the city of Tampa, 
Florida, do hereby proclaim the month of October, 2025, as   

 

     “NATIONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH” 
 

in the city of Tampa, Florida, and urge all citizens to celebrate this special awareness and honor the Italian heritage, and to 
thank the many dedicated organizations for their efforts on behalf of us all.  
 

            Dated in Tampa, Florida, this 10th day of October, 2025.   
 

 

 

__________________________ 
Mayor 


