
 

 

  

   WHEREAS, the City of Tampa, Florida takes great pride in recognizing the rich history of our 
community, and specifically Historic Ybor City, founded in 1886 by cigar manufacturers, and its significance as 
home to the cigar industry in America; and  
 

   WHEREAS, a pioneer of Tampa’s cigar industry was the late Carlos Arturo Fuente, Sr. who assumed 
leadership of the Arturo Fuente Cigar Company from his father, and through his hard work, business sense 
and perseverance, grew the company from its 1912 home-based roots to one of the largest handmade cigar 
organizations in the world that include elite premium blends that are well-respected by cigar aficionados; and 
 

   WHEREAS, the neighborhoods of Ybor City were populated by thousands of immigrants, including 
those from Spain, Cuba and Italy, and these dedicated citizens would work in the cigar factories as highly 
skilled artisans rolling cigars, making cigar bands and cigar boxes, and by the early 1900’s Tampa was known as 
the Cigar Capital of the World and the output by Tampa workers by 1929 exceeded 500,000,000 cigars; and  
 

   WHEREAS, the architectural styles of the historic buildings in Ybor City including cigar factories, 
housing for the workers called casitas, commercial sites, and ethnic clubs organized by the immigrants have 
created a unique landscape and ambience, and are representative of Tampa’s cultural diversity brought to our 
community through the cigar industry; and 
 

   WHEREAS, in celebration of the rich history the immigrant families brought to Tampa over a century 
ago, the Ybor City Cigar Festival held on Saturday, November 19, 2016 at Centennial Park in the Historic 
District of Ybor City in Tampa, Florida with a Kick-Off Party the evening prior on Friday, November 18th at 
Davidoff Cigar Lounge; and 
 

   WHEREAS, presented by Arturo Fuente Cigar Company and J.C. Newman Cigar Company, hosted 
by Cigar City Magazine and supported by many generous sponsors, this festival brings together cigar and 
history enthusiasts, Ybor City supporters, families, and visitors who will have the opportunity to experience 
the finest hand-rolled premium cigars from Tampa and around the world, libations, traditional Tampa food 
and delicacies, cigar rolling demonstrations, the Fuente/Newman Cigar Lounge, entertainment featuring the 
Sol Caribe Latin Band and Vaya D.J., and more, and proceeds from the festival will benefit Volunteers of 
America.  
 

   NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bob Buckhorn, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of the city 
of Tampa, Florida do hereby proclaim Saturday, November 19, 2016 as 
 

“YBOR CITY CIGAR FESTIVAL DAY” 
 

in the city of Tampa, Florida and urge all residents and visitors to join me in recognizing the importance that 
the cigar industry has played in history of our city, including the legacy of Carlos Arturo Fuente, and in 
thanking the organizers and supporters of the Ybor City Cigar Festival for this opportunity to celebrate our 
rich heritage. 
 

   Dated in Tampa, Florida, this 26th day of October, 2016. 
 

 ____________________________ 
Mayor 


